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National & International News
!!!!! A major policy change took effect yesterday. The Boy Scouts of
America is now open to gay youth.  Scout Leaders voted to allow
boys who identify as gay to join The Boy Scouts of America. Mean-
while, Trail Life USA, "a Christian adventure, character, and lead-
ership movement for young men" has begun with 500 troops.
!!!!! In 2013, homicides fell sharply in many leading US cities, plum-
meting by as much as 20 percent. New York, Chicago and Los
Angeles saw a continuation of the downward trend of recent years.
According to city figures, New York recorded 333 homicides
through December 29, 2013; 84 fewer than one year earlier.
!!!!! A billowing fire engulfed a three-story building with several
apartments in Minneapolis on New Year's Day, sending 13 people
to hospitals. An explosion was reported about 8:15 a.m. Within
minutes a fire raged through the building, amid sub-zero tempera-
tures. EMT's responded to find victims on the ground, some with
injuries that suggested they may have fallen multiple stories.
!!!!! The nation�s first recreational pot industry opened in Colorado
yesterday, kicking off a marijuana experiment that will be watched
closely around the world. It is attracting people from across the
country with several people moving there so they can smoke pot.

! DECATUR MAN DIES IN BRADLEY CRASH
A Decatur man was killed in a one-vehicle traffic crash in Bradley
County earlier this week.  Authorities say Randall Lewis Geren,
67, died Tuesday morning when his car ran off Georgetown Road
in a curve and struck a tree.
! AMAZON NOW COLLECTING SALES TAX
A law that will boost Tennessee's tax revenue is now in effect.
Starting yesterday, Amazon.com is collecting sales tax on items
sold in Tennessee.  Those sales tax collections could bring in about
$17million per year in new state revenue. They will also bring in
new revenue for Bradley and Hamilton counties.
! TENNESSEE WOMAN HEADING FOR MARS
Here's a story right out of the science fiction books.   A
Jonesborough woman, Darlene Denis, has been selected as a fi-
nalist for the Mars One mission to Mars.  More than 200,000 people
applied, and only 1,057 made the first cut.  Mars One's mission is
to send a group of people on a one-way trip to Mars with the goal
of colonizing the planet.   Darlene's boyfriend also applied, but he
was not chosen as a finalist. The finalists will train for several
years leading up to the eventual launch.

Thursday (All Day) 8 oz. Sizzlin' Top Sirloin with Choice
of Side Item, Bakery, & Dessert Bars, $7.99. Thur. (All Day)
12 oz. Angus Large Top Sirloin + Side Item, Rolls, Bakery,
& Dessert Bars, $10.49.  1804 Decatur Pike   745-2626
--------------------------------------------------------------------

RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT
JANUARY Specials » Any 2 Steak Biscuits $3 !!!!!
20 Piece Dinner, 10 Biscuits + ½ Gallon Tea $21.99
!!!!!5 Meals for just $5 each ! ! ! ! ! 32 oz tea just 99¢
BOJANGLES  South Congress Parkway 744-5292
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Famous Chicken 'n  Biscuits

BIG AD
SMALL PRICE

For Information, call
746-1390 or email:
wyxi@bellsouth.net

G
Greeks Bearing Gifts

Downtown on the Square  745-2642

ANNUAL SALE BEGINS AT 10AM ON FRIDAY, JAN. 3RD!
Regular Hours: M-T-TH-F 10am-5:30pm;

Saturday 10am-2pm.  Closed on Wednesday in January.

423-745-4939

Student Pilot Ground School
Starts Mon., Jan. 13th-Feb. 17th

Monday Nights, 6:00-8:00
McMinn Co. Airport
Cost: $250 includes

1 hour Airplane Flight Training
Jason Gunter, Flight Instructor

Pam's  2-Step
Designer Shoes & Handbags

106 N. White St.,
Downtown Athens  745-4141

"After Christmas
Storewide Sale"

Starting
Friday, January 3rd!

For Brighter Smiles

Specialist
in

Pediatric
Dentistry

Accepting new patients -
Please call today for an

appointment - 423-476-2160

2dudesBBQ.com
"Our Butts R Smokin"

TODAY We will be next to
Serenity Funeral Home

in Etowah from
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Plasterized Potatatoes -
limited quantity

Call early   829-4126

NEW LOCATION!

East Tennessee
RENTAL & LEASING, LLC

Rent or Lease:  New Cars, Vans &
SUV's, 15-passenger Vans & Mini-
Vans for personal use, insurance

replacement, or vacation trip.
Located at East Tennessee Auto
Outlet on Highway 30 East.  Call
Jarin Cass at  423-781-7154

920 N. Congress Parkway,  Athens

Valspar and
Clark+Kensington
Paint has arrived!!

We mix paint!
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More of 2013's Big Local Stories Obituaries
In December, a police shootout in Etowah resulted in the
death of a Robertson County man who had killed his girl-
friend, then set her house on fire, and drove to Etowah.  He
started firing on Etowah officers as they pulled him over for
reckless driving.

Effective December 1st, Athens Regional Medical Center and
Woods Memorial Hospital became known as the Starr Re-
gional Medical Center-Athens and Etowah.

Several public officials announced they would not be seeking
re-election, including Judges James Watson and Carroll Ross,
District Attorney Steve Bebb, and McMinn Highway Commis-
sioner Randall Moss.

McMinn Property Assessor Jerry Anderson resigned after
pleading guilty to a charge of official misconduct.

The jobless rate in McMinn County was 9% at the first of the
year.  It dropped to 8.4% by year's end.

Bad weather caused the Etowah Christmas parade to be can-
celled and the Etowah 4th of July fireworks show to be post-
poned to August 31st.

Verlie Ellen Pearman Pierce, age 85, of Niota died Tuesday at
NHC of Athens.   She served as a volunteer at the McMinn County
Senior Citizen's Center and sang with the Silver Tones Band.   Fu-
neral services will be at 2 p.m. Friday at Smith Funeral Home, with
visitation from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday.
John Edward Beja, age 57, of Owens Cross Roads, Alabama, died
Monday in Alabama.  He was been a truck driver and was a veteran
of the Army and National Guard, serving in the Iraq conflict.  His
mother, Sally Ann Beja, lives in Athens.   Funeral services will be
at 2 p.m. Friday at Laycock-Hobbs Funeral Home, with visitation
from noon to 2 p.m.
Beverly Denise Wiley Underdown, age 50, of Athens died Tues-
day at her home.  She was a former employee of Morning Pointe
Assisted Living and Dollar General in Riceville.  Memorial ser-
vices will be at 1 p.m. Saturday at Ziegler Funeral Home.
Charlene Armstrong Scruggs, age 73, of Athens died last Satur-
day at her home.   Funeral arrangements will be announced by M.D.
Dotson & Sons Funeral Home of Athens.
Yvonne "Bonnie" Emmons, age 73, of Etowah died Tuesday at
her home.   Funeral arrangements will be announced by Serenity
Funeral Home of Etowah.

THE TRADING POST
WYXI  AM-1390WYXI  AM-1390WYXI  AM-1390WYXI  AM-1390WYXI  AM-1390

8:45 a.m. & 4:15 p.m.
See Trading Post archive at:

wyxi.net/tradingpost.htm

TRADE!
BUY! sELL!

FOR A FREE
SUBSCRIPTION TO

The MORNING FAXTM

CLICK ON THE
FOLLOWING LINK:

wyxi.net/morningfax.htm

        WEATHER
Thursday - Cloudy. 80%
rain chance. High-mid 40's.
Thurs. night - Mostly cloudy
& cold. Low-18 to 21.
Friday - Sunny. High-mid
30's.
More Weather & Zoom Radar at:
www.wyxi.com

 TENNESSEE VALLEY
APPRAISAL SERVICES, LLC

When Integrity & Professionalism
Matter. Covering 11 counties

with Online Ordering & Tracking.
Specializing in Estates, Expert
Witnesses, Divorce, Listing &

Lending Purposes.
746-0027  www.tvasinc.com

TVASTVASTVASTVASTVAS Today In History, January 2
1788 - The state of Georgia ratified the Constitution;
the fourth state to do so.
1936 - Singer Roger Miller was born.  His biggest hit
record was "King of the Road."
1959 - Moscow Radio announced that a Russian rocket
had been launched to the moon.  Luna One never actually
landed on the moon.  It ended its mission by going into
orbit around the sun.
1960 - Sen. John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts announced
his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination.
1968 - Dr. Christian Barnard performed his second suc-
cessful heart transplant.
1974 - President Richard Nixon signed a bill requiring
states to lower highway speed limits to 55-miles an hour
or lose federal highway funds.
2008 - Crude oil prices soared to $100 a barrel for the
first time.

HEAR
RUSH

Noon to
3:00 p.m.
Monday
through
Friday

WYXI  AM-1390 ATHENS

THE  W Y X I
ZOOM RADAR

GIVES YOU THE ABILITY
TO VIEW THE WEATHER

AT STREET LEVEL.
CLICK HERE

TO SEE IT IN ACTION:
www.wyxi.com

JICYMI: Newschannel 9 Meteorologist Jason Disharoon's Christ-
mas Eve Poem "T'was the Forecast Before Christmas" was a big
hit.  Just in case you missed it, click HERE to see a video replay.
Thanks Jason for a "cool" forecast.
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