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  A man accused of detonating an explosive in the New York 

City subway system Monday morning had the bomb strapped to 

him while he rode from Brooklyn to Manhattan. The explosion 

occurred in an underground passageway near the Port Authority 

Bus Terminal. Only three people suffered minor injuries. Gover-

nor Andrew Cuomo called the explosion “one of our worst night-
mares.”                        

  Rian Rodriguez, 27, the high school soccer coach who alleg-

edly ran away with one of his students, a 17-year-old girl, is being 

extradited to Florida.                               

  Beginning January 1st, the Pentagon is preparing to allow 

transgender individuals to enlist in the U.S. military in compli-

ance with a federal court ruling from two weeks ago.  

 

 FORMER OFFICERS FACE NEW CHARGES 

Former Calhoun Police Chief Julie Tanksley and officer Charles 

Godsey face four more counts of extortion. They are accused of 

seizing personal property of individuals they arrested, and then 

refusing to return the property until the individuals contributed 

money to the police department’s drug fund. They are scheduled 

to go on trial on January 9th. 

 SNOW IN THE SMOKIES 
A late fall snowstorm created a winter wonderland in the Great 

Smoky Mountains National Park this past weekend. Bruce and 

Chris Hari visited over the weekend and snapped this photo. 

Break the Cycle           

of Opioid Addiction 

with Suboxone®.   

Athens Walk-In 

Clinic                   

423-745-2266 

  

Western Sizzlin’ Steak House-1804 Decatur Pike 

Tuesday:(11a-4p) 6 oz. Grilled Chicken-side-

bakery-dessert-rolls, $6.69.  Buy a $25 Gift 

Card and get a $5 card free -745-2626    

RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT 

 

Infant & Children’s Clothing—
Nursery Items—Maternity Wear 
509 W. Madison Ave.,                      
Athens   423-746-9040 
Bring ad in for 10% off  

Expires 12/16/17 

  COMMUNITY NEWS YOU CAN USE: 
 Trinity United Methodist Church will hold a Blue Christmas 

worship service Wednesday, Dec. 13th, at 7 p.m. for those who 

are grieving or struggling this holiday season. The church is lo-

cated at 100 E. College Street in Athens. 

 B’s Bakery/Party Rentals, will have an open house/grand 
opening  this Friday from 6 to 9 p.m. Santa will be there, and 

there will be free treats from the bakery. The bounce house will 

also be open free of charge in exchange for a donation of an un-

wrapped toy for a needy child.  The rescue squad will be distrib-

uting the toys. 

Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

  5 meals for $5 ea •   

2 Bacon-Egg-Cheese Biscuits $3.50 •  Steak Biscuit $1.99 •  

99¢ Tea •  20 Pc Box + 10 Biscuits $20.99 

BOJANGLES South Congress Parkway 744-5292  

TVAS           
Tennessee Valley                

Appraisal Services, LLC              
When Integrity &                       

Professionalism Matter.         
Covering 11 counties with 

Online Ordering & Tracking.          
Specializing in Estates,           

Expert Witnesses, Divorce, 
Listing & Lending Purposes.       

746-0027  tvasinc.com 

 Rustic Furniture for every room.  
Shop where you never pay retail again!   

423-745-3491                     

athenswoodcrafters.com 
The building is cold                      

but the deals are hot.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

(423) 453-2302 

Luke Shepherd* -  CCO; 
Apprentice Funeral Director; 

Preneed Sale Consultant 

Robbie Cody - CCO, Owner,   
Funeral Director & Embalmer; 

Preneed Sale Consultant 

Offering ALL types of burial & cremation 
options at affordable prices! 

We gladly accept any insurance and/or 
any pre arrangements made with           

other funeral homes. 
Companion Funeral Home - 400 S. White Street    

Athens, TN 37303 

www.companionfunerals.com  

mailto:wyxi@bellsouth.net
http://www.tvasinc.com
http://www.athenswoodcrafters.com
http://www.companionfunerals.com


Ribbon Cut for New Hallmark 

 

Obituaries 
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 Willie Mae Stewart Bryson, age 90, of Athens, died Sunday at 

her residence. A graveside service will be held at 3 p.m. Tuesday 

in Green Hill Cemetery. There will be no formal visitation. 

Ziegler Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.  

 John Franklin “Johnny” Dockins, age 53, of McMinn 

County, died Sunday evening in a Nashville hospital. He was a 

heavy equipment operator for many years. He was an honorably 

discharged veteran of the U.S. Army. A funeral service will be 

held Thursday at 1 p.m. at Companion Funeral Home of Athens 

with visitation from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday at Companion. 

WATTS BAR TO HOLD EMERGENCY DRILL 
An emergency preparedness exercise will be held at the Watts 

Bar Nuclear Plant Wednesday, Dec. 13th. The exercise will in-

volve hundreds of personnel. Residents near Watts Bar may see 

emergency vehicles and hear sirens during the drill.  

The ribbon was cut last week for Southern Charm Gift Shop, a 
new Hallmark Gold Crown Store, located at 23-B Congress Park-
way.  Pictured below: Front Row (L-R) Lisa Harrison (Chamber 
Diplomat), Carley Bledsoe (Employee), Stacey Bledsoe (Co-
owner), Christy Ray (Co-owner), Valerie Ogle (Employee), Roxy 
Ray (Employee) & Kim York (Diplomat). Back Row (L-R) Rob 
Preston (Chamber President & CEO), Jesse Ray (Employee), Bo 
Perkinson (Athens City Council)  (Photo by Cheri Harrison)  

MONDAY’S MARKET REPORT: U.S. stocks closed 

higher reversing early declines. Energy and tech stocks were 

among the best performers in the stock market. The Dow Jones 

Industrial Average was up 57 points or 0.2% to 24,386. The Stan-

dard & Poor's 500 Index was up 8 points or 0.3% to 2,660, and 
the NASDAQ Composite Index was up 35 points or 0.5. 

 

 

 

Call Micah @ 423-506-1249 or Buffy @ 423-435-8714 

http://www.athenstnlions.org/

