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RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT  

East Tennessee Auto Outlet Hwy 30 E. 
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423-781-7154 
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  CIGARETTE BUTT NABS THIEF/VANDAL 
Sheriff Joe Guy says that good police work and DNA technology 
solved a crime that occurred more than a year ago. A van belong-
ing to the Rockview Baptist Church on County Road 279 was 
stolen from a residence near Niota in September of 2017. Deputy 
Jerry Wattenbarger responded to the call and took a report.  Sher-
iff Guy says that Wattenbarger walked over the crime scene and 
looked at some surveillance video from the homeowner. On the 
video, Wattenbarger noticed the suspect throw down a cigarette 
and noted the location. He collected the cigarette as evidence and 
sent it to the TBI for DNA testing. Three weeks later, Watten-
barger received information on the location of the severely dam-
aged van, which was found on property on County Road 225, 
where a suspect, identified as Josh Wheaton, resided. After get-
ting a search warrant, DNA was collected from Wheaton and that 
was sent to the TBI lab as well. Since the TBI gets thousands of 
requests for DNA analysis, it took about a year to get the results 
and both samples matched. This and other evidence was presented 
to the McMinn County Grand Jury, who issued indictments 
against Josh Wheaton for Theft over $2500 and Vandalism. 
Wheaton was already in custody in the Meigs County Jail on 
other charges and will now face more charges from McMinn 
County. Sheriff Guy has since promoted Wattenbarger to Corpo-
ral. The Sheriff said he hopes incoming Governor Bill Lee will 
increase funding to the TBI so that more DNA evidence can be 
processed and more crimes can be solved. 

  FORMER PRESIDENT BUSH PASSES AWAY 
George Herbert Walker Bush, the 41st President of the United States, died late 
Friday evening at his home in Houston, Texas, at the age of 94. Pictured below is 
a White House Photo showing the former President being interviewed  by a re-
porter on Air Force One. That reporter is Peter Maer, who is a former colleague 
of Morning Fax Editor, Bob Ketchersid. Peter and Bob worked together at WSB 
RADIO in Atlanta for several years in the 1970’s.  Maer became the White House 
Correspondent for the 
Mutual Broadcasting Sys-
tem in 1976 until 1998 and 
then for CBS Radio until his 
retirement in 2015. Maer 
had this statement about 
President Bush: “My family 
and I are deeply saddened 
to learn of the death of 
President George H.W. 
Bush. Our nation has lost a 
“point of light.” Mr. Bush, 
the last World War Two veteran to serve as president, was a true patriot in every 
sense of the word. I had the honor of covering him for 12 years when he was Vice 
President and President. So many memories. I was in the Oval Office media pool 
the day the Berlin Wall fell. President Bush took a calm, understated approach to 
avoid antagonizing Moscow. I also covered his crowning domestic achievement, 
the signing of the Americans With Disabilities Act. We spoke aboard Air Force 
One and in the Oval Office. I was privileged to travel with him and former Presi-
dent Clinton on their goodwill mission to tsunami ravaged countries. He was 
always kind, gracious and generous. We stayed in touch over the years since he 
left office. I treasure each handwritten note and visits with him in Texas and 
Maine. Condolences to his loving family and staff. Rest In Peace President Bush”. 

Western Sizzlin’ Steak House-1804 Decatur Pike          
All Day: 8 oz Chopped Sirloin + Side Item- 

Bakery-Dessert and Rolls-$9.99.                             
Senior Buffet: (Ages 55+) Monday-Friday  

from 2-4 p.m. only $6.79.   

Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

Steak Biscuits 2 for $3.50 
Supreme Combo $6.29 •  20 pc. Box + 10       

Biscuits-$21.99 • Our 32 oz Tea is still just $1.00 •                       
• Our Gift Cards Make a Great Present!     

BOJANGLES  S. Congress Parkway 744-5292  

Hear                   

Dave Ramsey      
Daily                      

3 to 4 p.m. &               

7 to 9 p.m.            

on WYXI              

FM 94.5 &         
AM 1390 

 

Career Fair  

Friday,                     

December 14th                       

7a-6p                               

at                                 

Comfort Inn      

Athens, TN  37303 
www.densocareers.com 

 
NOW HIRING 

IMMEDIATE 

NEED 

Up to $14.72/hour                          
313 Decatur Pike, Athens  

423-381-8810 

423-829-4126 

 

“Our Butts R Smokin” 

●Tue: Athens - Southern Charm 10:30-2                      

●Wed: Etowah 10:30 - 2                                              

●Fri:  Sweetwater 10:30 - 2 

FOR A FREE  SUBSCRIPTION TO    
 
 

CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  
SUBSCRIBE 
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Obituaries 
 Kimberly Ann Maloney, age 54, of Athens, and formerly of 
Vander, WA and Bristol, PA, died Friday at her home. She had 
served as a teacher’s assistant for students with special needs. The 
family will have a celebration of Kimberly’s life at a later date. 
Ziegler Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 
 Bryan Douglas Derrick, age 56, of Niota, died Friday at his 
home. He was a native and life-long resident of McMinn County 
and was an employee of Kimberly-Clark. A funeral service will 
be at 8 p.m. Monday at Laycock-Hobbs Funeral Home with visi-
tation from 6 to 8 p.m. 
 Amelia Grace King, infant daughter of A1C Trenton C. King 
and Alyssa Price King, died last Friday. Graveside services will 
be Tuesday at 2 p.m. at Mars hill Cemetery in Englewood. Ziegler 
Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 

 

Reception Held for Director Blevins 

 COMMUNITY NEWS YOU CAN USE: 
The annual “Jimmy Liner Memorial Christmas Parade” in 

Downtown Athens will be held tonight at 6:30 p.m. Most of the 
streets around the courthouse and West Madison Avenue and 

Keith Lane will be blocked. The 2018 parade theme will be “An 

Athens Family Christmas.”         

The guest on the next weekly Athens Area Chamber of Com-

merce radio show, “Chamber Chat,” will be Peyton Eastman, 

Children’s Librarian at E.G. Fisher Public Library. You can hear 

Chamber Chat each Tuesday at 8:15 a.m. on WYXI Radio AM-

1390 or FM-94.5 and ONLINE. 

 

  Ziegler Funeral Home 
 Helping families through difficult                   

times for over 60 years.                                                 

Affordable funerals, cremations                                

and pre-arrangement plans. 

521 W. Madison Ave., Athens  423-745-3123 

zieglerfuneralhome.com 

VISIT OUR NEW DONOR CENTER 

@ 213 E WASHINGTON AVE. 

A retirement reception was 
held last Thursday for retiring 
Director of McMinn County 
Schools, Mr. Mickey Blevins. 
Blevins will be retiring De-
cember 31, 2018 with over 35 
years of service in education. 
He is shown here with the for-
mer Director of Meigs County 
Schools, Mr. Don Roberts. 
(Photo courtesy of Kim 
Bivens, Executive Assistant to 
the Director & Board Secre-
tary) 

For a free Fax subscription click here: SUBSCRIBE 

http://radio.securenetsystems.net/v5/WYXI
http://www.zieglerfuneralhome.com
http://www.facebook.com/shoptheworldgifts/
http://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4

