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 State Rep. Mark Cochran, R-Englewood, has been elected by his peers to serve as 
assistant majority leader for the upcoming 113th Tennessee General Assembly. As 
assistant majority leader, Cochran is the third-ranking officer in the House Republican 
Caucus. He will assume the majority leader’s duties if absent, collaborate with the leader 
on all of the governor’s legislation, be the second name as prime co-sponsor on all of the 
administration’s bills, serve with the majority leader as one of the party’s floor leaders 
and assist the leader in the conduct of any additional duties as needed. “The Tennessee 
House Republican Caucus is the most effective policy-making body in the nation,” 
Cochran said. “Having this elite group of men and women choose me as their assistant 
majority leader is an incredible honor. I look forward to serving the caucus and continu-
ing Tennessee’s conservative success story. ”Prior to becoming assistant majority 
leader, Cochran served four years as treasurer for the caucus. He was first elected in 
2018 to represent House District 23, which includes all of McMinn and part of Monroe 
counties. The 113th Tennessee General Assembly will convene on Jan. 10, 2023.  

LISTENING REMINDER:  The guest on Main Street Moments this 
week will be Julie Simbeck, Program Director for the Athens Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. She will be discussing the Athens Christmas Pa-
rade.The program will be aired at 8:15 a.m. Tuesday on WYXI RADIO: 
AM-1390 and FM-94.5. 

 RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT  

Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

 STEAK BISCUITS 2 for $4                                    
 Try our new Chocolate Chip Cookie        

 32 oz Tea $1                          
BOJANGLES  of  Athens                                                                      

South Congress Pkwy 744-5292 

FOOTBALL RECAP: Tennessee defeated Vanderbilt 56 to 
0. TN moved from number 6 to number 5 in the ESPN Football 
Power Index with a likely invite to a New Year’s 6 bowl game. 

 

Call For A Free Estimate:  Office: 423.252.9587 or Cell: 423.252.9545  

 New Construction 

 Heating/Cooling 

 Electrical & Plumbing 

 New Roofs 

 Deck Work 

 Floor Repairs 

 Roof Repairs 

 Everything from A to Z 

Senior and Military Discount  
Licensed ~ Bonded ~Insured  

Member of Chamber of Commerce 

We guarantee to beat 
any other licensed 

contractors. 

Guaranteed Work 

with References 

 

Luxury Vinyl Plank               

Hardwod 16 ft. Wide Vinyl 

 Carpet  Roll Vinyl   

Old Fashioned Downtown                                                          
Christmas Volunteers  Recognized 

In a season where many changes have occurred within the City of 
Athens, a group of community volunteers took the time to bring joy 
to thousands during the celebration of Old Fashioned Downtown 
Christmas. Main Street Athens would like to say "Thank You" to 
Promotions Committee leaders, Stuart Mason & Timberly Guffey 
and everyone 
else that played 
a role in putting 
a smile on some-
one's face. In 
Photo: Repre-
sentatives of 
Athens Chamber 
of Commerce, 
Edward Jones, 
Murray Willis 
office, McMinn 
Co. Sheriff's 
Dept, and Main 
Street Athens. 
Submitted by: 
Lisa Dotson 

 ●Monday-Sweetwater-Little Drugs-10:30 - 1:30                    

●Tuesday-Madisonville Walmart-9 - 5                   

●Wednesday-Etowah Depot-10:30 - 2:00                    

●Thursday-Athens LOWES-10:30 - 2:00 

●Friday-Sweetwater-Little Drugs-10:30 - 2:30  

 

Come see us this Saturday, Dec. 3rd from   
2-8 pm at Downtown Madisonville’s      

Christmas Festival & Parade!                
 10% OFF your purchase                        
(not valid with any other promotions) 

 

Come see us for all 

your Christmas 

decorating ideas! 

Tues~Sat 10~5                         

We have beautiful Christmas 

Trees, Christmas Ornaments 

including Vintage Hallmark 

Ornaments, & lots more!                    

mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://medicblood.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082880730204
http://www.osmentflooring.com
http://www.osmentflooring.com
http://www.osmentflooring.com
https://www.facebook.com/osmentflooring
http://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq
http://www.densocareers.com/Athens
https://www.facebook.com/groups/468783733503428
https://www.facebook.com/Christmas-On-The-Hill-103789218626999
https://www.facebook.com/Christmas-On-The-Hill-103789218626999
https://www.facebook.com/Christmas-On-The-Hill-103789218626999
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 Raymond Jilton Shumate, age 39, of Niota, passed away on 

November 21st. He  was born in Jacksonville, FL. He was a resi-
dent of Baker County, FL until moving with his family to East 

TN in 1994. He was employed at Walmart of Athens until gradu-
ating from McMinn County High School in 2002. He enlisted in 

the Army in February 2002.  He completed basic training at Fort 
Jackson, SC. He completed AIT in Aberdeen MD. He reported 
for duty to Vilseck, Germany 2003, with the Bravo Company 

201st FSB 3rd brigade, 1st infantry division, as a certified me-
chanic, where he remained until 2006. He and his family were 

then moved stateside to Maryland and Raymond worked at the 
NCOA 16th Ordinance Brigade, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 

until 2007. In 2007 they returned to Vilseck, Germany, 2nd 
Stryker Calvary Regiment, Regimental Support Squadron where 

he remained stationed until his honorable discharge in 2010. He 
also completed two combat tours during the Iraq Campaign from 
Feb 2004-March 2005 and again in Oct 2007- Oct 2008. Ray-

mond also served on a TDY task force in Romania. He was cur-
rently enrolled at TCAT in welding. A funeral service will be at 

11 a.m. Wednesday, November 30th at Ziegler Funeral Home with 
visitation from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 29th at Ziegler 

Funeral Home. Interment with military honors will follow the 
service on Wednesday at 2 p.m. in the Chattanooga National 
Cemetery 1200 Bailey Ave. Chattanooga. Please be at the ceme-

tery by 1:30 p.m. if you plan to attend.  

Jeffrey Scott Whitehead, age 60, passed away November 23rd.  He 

was born on December 18, 1961. He spent most of his life working 

at Bowater, and then retired from there and moved on to Yates Con-

struction at the Wacker plant in Charleston.  A funeral service will 

be at 2 pm November 28th at Smith Funeral Home with visitation 

from 12 to 2 p.m. prior to the service. Interment will follow in Ce-

dar Grove Cemetery.  

 Steven “Steve” Scott Calhoun, age 62, of Athens, passed away 

Thursday, November 24th at CHI Memorial Hospital in Chatta-

nooga. He was a native of Athens, and lifelong resident of McMinn 

County. He was a member of the Laborers Local 846 and had 

worked in construction at TVA. A funeral Service will be at 11 AM 

Tuesday, November 29th at Ziegler Funeral Home with visitation 

from 5 – 7 PM Monday, November 28th at Ziegler. Interment will 

be at McMinn Memory Gardens following the service.  

FRIDAY’S MARKET Markets logged small moves on the 

shortened Black Friday trading day. Equities hovered near 

the flat line.  Gold and oil prices also saw minor moves. The 

10-year U.S. Treasury yield was just above the 3.7% mark. 

At the closing bell, The Dow Jones Average was up 152.97 to 

34,347.03. The Standard & Poor's 500 Index was down -1.14 to 

4,026.12, and the NASDAQ Composite Index was down -58.96 to 

11,226.36.  

http://www.zieglerfuneralhome.com/
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