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Burkett Witt & Joshua Bragg 
The City of Athens lost an 
Icon last Friday, when for-
mer Athens Mayor Burkett 
Witt passed away at the age 
of 97. Burkett was a well 
know Chef and restaurant 
owner in Athens. He ran the 
Tennessee Wesleyan Col-
lege Grill in the late 50’s and 
early 60’s. He also had a 
restaurant on ‘Front Street’ 
for many years. He was most 
famous for his Barbecue and 
opened a new BBQ restau-
rant on the corner of Decatur Pike and Dupit Street in the 

70’s and later across from 
the old R.E.L. Hotel. His 
Great Grandson, Joshua 
Bragg, shared these photos 
with us, showing when 
Burkett was awarded an hon-
orary Doctorate Degree from 
TWU; the same time Josh 
graduated from TWU. Josh 
is now a music teacher with 
Athens City Schools. See 
Obituaries for Dr. Witt and 
others on pages 2 AND 3. 
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✓The governing body of McMinn County will convene and 

meet in the Blue Room of the McMinn County Courthouse, in 

Regular Session on August 21st at 7:30 pm, to: Review and 

Approve Contracts; Approve Budget Amendments; Rachel 

Swafford with the Tennessee Department of Health  will give 

an update on McMinn County Health, and comments from the 

audience. There will be reports from Committees, County Of-

ficials, Comments from Commissioners; Comments from the 

County Mayor;  Approval of Notary Applications, and they 

will transact such other business as may legally come before 

the Commissioners. 

✓The monthly meeting for the Cherokee Beekeepers Associa-

tion will take place on Tuesday, August 22nd at 7:00 P.M.  The 

meeting is being held at the AgCentral Farmers Cooperative 

located at 920 Congress Pkwy. N., Athens.  The public is wel-

come, and you do not need to be a member to attend.  
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WE BUY 

 MOBILE HOMES 

 ANY SIZE & ANY 

AGE CONSIDERED!                       

423-506-2787                                             

HOURS: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm & Sat 8am-12pm 
Sunday CLOSED                                                          
Contact us 423-745-1302 

dooleytractorcompany.com/  

  RESTAURANT SPOTLIGHT  

Famous Chicken ‘n Biscuits 

 Sausage & Egg Biscuits 2 for $5                                    
 LIMITED TIME: Breaded Sandwich with 

pickles, coleslaw & choice of tangy BBQ sauce 
or mustard based Carolina Sauce                                  

 32 oz Tea $1                          
BOJANGLES  of  Athens  -  S Congress Pkwy 744-5292 

 
 

TODAY IS TACO TUESDAY!                                                                 

Take 50% OFF all Single Tacos! Today Only! 

www.monterreysgrill.com  (423) 744-8644                                

319  Congress Pkwy S. Athens, TN 37303                                     

“Here since 1995”                        

TVAS           
Tennessee Valley                

Appraisal Services, LLC              
When Integrity &                       

Professionalism Matter.         
Covering 11 counties with 

Online Ordering & Tracking.          
Specializing in Estates,           

Expert Witnesses, Divorce, 
Listing & Lending Purposes.       

746-0027  tvasinc.com 

 We specialize in keeping your Garage Doors on 
track! Call us TODAY, we will be happy to help!                

423-920-1557                                                           
We are a Proud Member of                                  

The Athens Area Chamber of Commerce  

NEED NEW FLOORING?                           
Come see us for the cheapest rates on 100% 
Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring starts @ $1.50           

for installation. We have 16 ft. wide           

Vinyl, Carpet, Roll Vinyl & More! Can’t         

buy flooring for less, unless it’s a lot less           

flooring! We are cheaper on everything &          

will match & beat anyone’s prices!                                                                               
We are worth the drive & easy to find!                            

(Across from McMinn County High School) 

TODAY IS: 

• National Leathercraft Day 

• National Lemon Meringue Pie Day 

• National Relaxation Day 

• V-J Day (Europe) 

mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
http://www.burnettemobilehomes.com
https://www.dooleytractorcompany.com/
http://www.facebook.com/DooleyTractor
http://www.facebook.com/MonterreyAthensTN
http://www.monterreysgrill.com
http://www.tvasinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090821225112
http://www.tnwesleyan.edu/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
https://www.facebook.com/osmentflooring
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Obituaries Continued Obituaries 

 

⬧Burkett Levon Witt, age 97, 

passed away on August 11th. He was 

a loving father, grandfather, great-

grandfather and uncle that spanned 

five generations. He loved the Lord 

and his church, and his favorite song 

was “Amazing Grace.” He was mar-

ried to Mildred Scott Witt for 55 

years before her death in 2000. A 

Celebration of Life Service will be 

held Saturday, August 19th at 5:00 

p.m. at McMinn County High School gymnasium, with Rev. 

Vant Hardaway delivering the eulogy, and Rev.Walter King 

officiating. The family will receive friends one hour before the 

service from 4:00 p.m until 5:00 p.m. Visitation will also be 

on Friday, August 18th from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the 

Light of Life Faith Ministries International, 1112 Congress 

Parkway, North, Athens. Interment will follow the Celebration 

of Life Service on Saturday with a military honor guard at 

Hammonds Cemetery in Athens. M.D. Dotson and Sons Fu-

neral Home of Athens is in charge of arrangements.  

⬧Jesse Underdown, age 86, of Riceville, passed away Mon-

day, August 14th at his residence. Arrangements are incom-

plete and will be announced by Ziegler Funeral Home.               

 

⬧John S. (Johnny) Mooney, age 76 of Etowah, died Tuesday 
August 8th in a local hospital. He was a graduate of J. L. Cook 
high school. He served his country in the United States Army 
during the Vietnam Era and received the highest military honor 
of a purple heart for his duty and bravery.  He was also a graduate 
of the Tennessee Technology Center with a Drafting and Design 
degree. He joined Harwell Chapel Church at an early age and 
became a trustee after his time served in the army. Funeral ser-
vices will be Saturday, August 19th at 1:00 p.m. at Harwell Chap-
el Church in Etowah. Visitation will be one hour before the ser-
vice at the church from 12:00 noon until 1:00 p.m., and Interment 
will follow the service at Woodlawn Cemetery in Etowah, with a 
miliary honor guard.  M.D. Dotson and Sons Funeral Home of 
Athens is in charge of arrangements.                                                                                         
⬧David Alan Tuggle, age 52, a native of Etowah, passed away 
on Saturday, August 12th at his home in Vonore, surrounded by 
family.  He succumbed to ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease) after a 
two-year battle. David graduated from McMinn Central High 
School and attended the University of Tennessee.  He worked for 
26 years as a locomotive engineer for CSX, proudly following in 
his father's footsteps.  An ardent sports fan, he especially enjoyed 
NCAA March Madness, University of Tennessee athletics, and 
the Boston Celtics. A Celebration of Life will be held at 7:00 
p.m., Wednesday, August 16th at Bordwine Funeral Home. Visit-
ation will be from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., prior to the service. 
Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrangements. 
                                                                                         
Obituaries continued on Page 3 

http://www.athensbarncenter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensBarnCenter
mailto:district4chief@outlook.com
http://www.mccaysouthern.com/


 

MONDAY’S MARKET REPORT: Equity markets 

spent much of the day bouncing around before closing higher.  

Crude prices were lower. The 10-year Treasury yield was below 

4.2%. At the closing bell, The Dow Jones Industrial Average 

was up 26.23 to 35,30763. The Standard & Poor's 500 Index 

was up 25.67 to 4,489.72, and the NASDAQ Composite Index 

was up 143.48 to 13,788.33.  

 

W hile over correcting to return to the roadway the driver lost 
control of this 2009 Hyundai Elantra overturning on Hwy 

307 near Co Rd 364, Niota close to 10:00 Saturday morning. No 
medical transport was needed as the driver sustained only minor 
injuries. Athens Rural Fire, Englewood Rural Fire, Niota Rural 
Fire, McMinn County Sheriff’s Dept, and AMR all responded. 
THP Officer Travis Ryans investigated the accident. Athens Ru-
ral LT. Theo Arnwine was in command of the scene. Photo by 
Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural Fire Department  
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⬧George Taylor Hester, age 79, of Philadelphia, passed away on 

Saturday, August 12th at his residence. He was a native of Tellico 

Plains and longtime resident of Meigs County. Visitation will be 

from 12:00 PM until 2:00 PM on Wednesday, August 16th at 

Ziegler Funeral Home. Funeral services will follow at 2:00 PM. 

Interment will follow in McMinn Memory Gardens. Ziegler Fu-

neral Home is in charge of arrangements.                                           

⬧Dona Wilcox, age 76, of Athens, passed away Sunday, August 

13th at his residence. Arrangements are incomplete and will be 

announced by Ziegler Funeral Home.                                            

⬧Lindsay Leann Crisp, age 36, of Niota, passed away on Sun-

day, August 13th. She was a native and longtime resident of 

Maryville. A Celebration of Life will be announced at a later 

date. Ziegler Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.                                                                                               

⬧David Mark McKenzie, age 49, of Etowah, formerly of Eng-

lewood, passed away on Friday, August 11th.  He was a member 

of Maple Springs Baptist Church in Reliance and a graduate of 

McMinn Central High School. He was the class clown and was 

always full of laughter while aggravating his most special friends. 

He was an avid fan of the University of Alabama Crimson Tide 

and enjoyed the rivalry with the UT Vols. He spent time on the 

golf course and in pool tournaments. As much as he enjoyed his 

hobbies, he most loved the time he spent with his faithful dog, 

Jack. A funeral service will be held at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, Au-

gust 17th at Bordwine Funeral Home. Visitation will be from 5:00 

to 7:00 p.m., Thursday prior to the service. Bordwine Funeral 

Home of Etowah is in charge of arrangements.                         

Vehicle Overturns Obituaries Continued 

The Morning Fax is now 

available via Twitter.         
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WEATHER FORECAST  
Tuesday - Partly sunny. T’storms in PM. High 84. 

Tue. night - Mainly Clear. Low 62. 

Wednesday - Mostly sunny and pleasant. High 80. 

Wednesday Night - Clear. Low 61. 

Thursday - Mostly sunny and pleasant. High 84. 

Thursday Night - Clear.  Low 61. 

More weather at: wyxi.com 

 

With Rob West                

WYXI - 94.5 FM & 1390 AM   

. 

 

BUY! SELL! 

The Athens City Council will meet in regular session this even-
ing at the Athens Municipal Building Burkitt Witt Council 
Chambers at 6p. A complete listing of the agenda and support-
ing documents can be accessed by clicking or tapping: HERE 

mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/TheMorningFax
http://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
http://www.wyxi.net/weather.htm
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms9files.revize.com/athenstn/Document_Center/City%20Council/Agenda%20&%20Minutes/2023/Agenda%20Packet/2023-08-15-City%20Council%20Packet.pdf

