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CLA Choir Brings Holiday Spirit to McMinn Senior Center

The McMinn Senior Activity Center was
blessed to have the student choir from
Christ’s Legacy Academy perform at the
Center on Monday, December 16. The choir
performed several classical pieces as well as
} some more traditional holiday songs. The
concert was concluded with a joyous sing-
along with the choir and Center members.
“We are so thrilled to have such an amazing
community support that comes and supports the Activity Center and the work that we do here. Christ Lega-

cy Academy has not only an amazing reputation as a school but also as encouraging its students to be in-
volved in the community. We can’t wait to have them join us again,” said Diane Hutsell, Executive Direc-
tor at the McMinn Senior Activity Center. For more
information on the many activities and programs at| LISTENING REMINDER: TODAY on Main Street
the Activity Center, contact the Center at 423-745- Moments: Host Sandra Kinney invites Josh Rogers from

. Proof. The broadcast will be aired at 8:15 a.m. TODAY
6830 or stop by from 8a-4p at 205 McMinn Ave; Ath- on WYXI RADIO : AM-1390 and FM-94 5.

ens, TN 37303.
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May your holiday season be
wrapped-inflove, adorned with
“laughter, and filled with the
X warmth of cherished

moments.

Merry Christmas!

From
Cheryl'Ingram,
McMinn County

Register of Deeds.
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Lois Louise Thomas Webb, 78, of Athens, TN passed away
Saturday, December 14 at Tennova Healthcare in Knoxville.
She was a member of Zion Hill Baptist Church. She worked
and retired from Athens Products after 28 years of service. A
Christmas Celebration of life Service will be held at 7:00 pm,
on Wednesday, December 18, in the chapel of Smith Funeral
Home. The family will receive friends from 4:00-7:00 pm,
Wednesday at the funeral home prior to the service. The fam-
ily is asking anyone attending to wear Christmas attire. Fami-
ly and friends will meet at Smith Funeral Home on Thursday,
December 19 at 10:00 am to go in procession to McMinn
Memory Gardens for a committal service at 11:00 am. Smith
Funeral & Cremation Services of Athens is honored to serve
the family of Lois Louise Thomas Webb.

James “Moose” Hayes, 87 of Meigs Co., passed away on
December 15, 2024. The family will receive friends on Satur-
day December 21, 2024 at Companion Funeral Home of Ath-
ens from 10am-12pm. The funeral service will follow at
12:00pm. A graveside service will take place at Pisgah Cem-
etery in Decatur, TN following the funeral service. Compan-
ion Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.
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Obituaries

Athens, Tennessee

Elmer Ray Harrill, 73 of Lenoir City and formerly of Ath-
ens, passed away at home on Sunday, December 15. Ray
worked for CSX Railroad for 27 years. He was a member of
Dixie Lee Baptist Church in Lenoir City. A graveside service
will be held at 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 18 in Shady
Grove Cemetery, Tellico Plains. No formal visitation will be
held. Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Martha Ann Frye Huggins, 77, of Knoxville and formerly
of Athens, passed away Monday, December 12 at NHC of
Farragut. Smith Funeral & Cremation Services of Athens is
honored to serve the family of Martha Ann Frye Huggins.

Patricia (Pat) McDonald, 79 of Athens, passed away on
December 13, 2024 at Starr Regional Medical Center. She
was employed at Roses for many years. Pat was of the Chris-
tian faith. Companion Funeral Home of Athens and the Cody
family are honored to assist the family with these arrange-
ments.

224 OLD RICEVILLE RD.
ATHENS
(423) 744-0826
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Celebrate Winter Break at E.G. Fisher Public Library!

This Winter Break, E.G. Fisher Public Library is the place to be! With a full schedule of activities, you can make the most of the
holiday season with crafts, cooking, movies, and celebrations. Here’s a sneak peek at what’s in store:

December 23 @ 12:30 PM — Gift-Making Workshop

Create heartfelt gifts at our Christmas Gift-Making Workshop! Sta-
tions include wood ornaments, peppermint shower steamers, charm
necklaces, painted rock tic-tac-toe sets, and yarn snowman crafts. Per-
fect for kids to make creative keepsakes.

December 26 @ 12:30 PM — Holiday Celebration Crafts: Around
the World

Explore holiday traditions from around the world through self-guided
hands-on crafts. Learn about celebrations like St. Lucia Day, Hanuk-
kah, Kwanzaa, and more in this variety-packed workshop.

December 26 @ 5:00 PM —Teen Paint Night: Winter Tote Bags
Teens can create winter-inspired designs on tote bags! All materials
provided. Space is limited, so registration is required. Call 423-745-
7782 to sign up.

December 27 @ 12:30 PM — Festive Fruit Fluff Workshop
Join us for a fun and tasty session making whipped cream fruit salad!
It’s the perfect blend of festive and delicious.

December 30 from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM — Noon Year’s Eve Party
Ring in the new year early at our Noon Year’s Eve Party! Enjoy a sto-
rytime, crafts, coloring sheets, and an exciting balloon drop at noon.
Meals for kids and teens will also be available from 12:00 PM to 12:30
PM.

January 2 @ 12:30 PM — Nature’s Winter Wonders Workshop
Embrace the season with nature-inspired activities! Make ornaments
from sticks and twine, create bird feeders, and discover fun ways to play
outside in winter.

January 3 @ 12:30 PM — Movies & Hot Cocoa
Cozy up with a family-friendly winter movie (Rise of the Guardians -
PG) and hot chocolate. Bring a friend and enjoy a relaxing afternoon at
the library.

Special Holiday Closures:
The library will be closed on December 24, December 25, December 31,
and January 1 to allow our staff to enjoy the holidays with their families.

Free Meals for Kids and Teens:
During our open days of winter break, we’re offering free meals for kids
and teens from 12:00 PM to 12:30 PM. Stop by for lunch and stay for the
fun activities!

New!
Virtual Education Option by
McMinn County Schools

Virtual?
Reality.

@@
Program Highlights: ;{ L
Completely FREE! @fi'l'l:ﬂ

* *
Laptop or Tablet Provided m ﬂ \f*
§\ X

Instruction by Tennessee- M(MINN VIHBUM. PRO(:RAM

certiﬂed teachers Y MCMINN COUNTY SCHOOLS

0o 000

You belong to a school 2
K 9 . To Request Information, Visit ’k
community (Graduation,

Sports, Clubs, and more!) www.mcminnvirtual.com

And Happy New Year
From The Staff of

e
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After two weeks to rest and prepare, No.
7 Tennessee is set to face No. 6 Ohio
State in a highly anticipated College
Football Playoff first-round matchup

TENNESSEE OHIO STATE this Saturday night at Ohio Stadium.
vol-u NTEERS g | e BUCKEYES Head coach Josh Heupel emphasized the

KNOXVILLE'"FN' g ] = = ; significance of the opportunity, crediting
' the team’s hard work since January for
earning their place in this game. Junior

running back Dylan Sampson echoed
Heupel’s sentiments, noting that reaching the CFP was the goal all offseason.

Tennessee faces a major challenge against a talented Ohio State squad that boasts one of the nation's top defenses and
elite offensive playmakers. Heupel praised the Buckeyes’ all-around strength and stressed the importance of preparation
to ensure the Vols play their best football.

This marks Tennessee’s first-ever playoff appearance, a key milestone in its resurgence under Heupel. He highlighted
the program's steady progress and the need to capitalize on this opportunity through focused preparation and execution.

Kickoff is set for 8 p.m. ET on Saturday in Columbus. It will be broadcast on ABC and ESPN.

-~ Deck the halls in a new home

We can get you there
Give us a call

g enples Bank

OF EAST TENNESSEE
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On Saturday, December 14, 2024, authorities responded to an
alarm activation at the Dollar General located at 844 N Main St.
Upon arrival, officers discovered smoke coming from the build-
ing and immediately called Sweetwater Fire and Rescue for assis-

4 Firefighters arrived to find an active structure fire and began ex-
o tinguishing the flames with the help of several neighboring fire
departments. Following an investigation, authorities determined
the fire had been intentionally set.

Detectives quickly identified Andrew Helton, a Dollar General employee, as a suspect. During questioning, Helton ad-
mitted to starting the fire. He was arrested and charged with two counts of aggravated arson. Helton is currently in cus-
tody, awaiting further legal proceedings.

Sweetwater Police expressed gratitude to Sweetwater Fire Department and the many other agencies involved, including
Madisonville Fire-Rescue, Tri-Community Volunteer Fire Department, Christianburg Volunteer Fire Department, and
others, as well as the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation’s Bomb & Arson Division, for their swift response and support.

Authorities remind the public that all suspects are presumed innocent until proven guilty in court.

Source: Sweetwater Police Dept.
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AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROM EDDIE’S PLUMBING & GAS SERVICE
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WEATHER FORECAST

Tuesday: 50% Storms. High 62.
1 . 0,
SROb West Tue Night: 50% Showers. Low

ity 56.

7 Wednesday: 80% Showers.
’ ", , High 66.

Wed Night: 30% Chance of
Showers. Low 40

More Weather at: wyxi.com
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rc"". - | Laycock-Hobbs
* Athens Utilities Funeral Home, Inc.

é Md Helping Families Honor the

Lives of Those They Love

From

laycock-hobbs.com

* ¥ 521 N. Jackson St., Athens (4238) 745-53861

HELPING AREA HOMEOWNERS SINCE 1991 . s % 5 .
> vt o
VI ‘ KI WISHING YOU A SEASON OF PROTECTION "
AND PROSPERITY, (o o &
% . L
M OO R E HAVE A VERY: MERRY CHRISTMAS "
FROM YOURJFRIENDS AT VICKI MOORE .
AGENCY ! e
% o A 2
B
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R aeal = Merry Christmas from all of our staff.
STMAS & HAPPY Thank you for another wonderful year!

SCOTT CARDIN & THE ¢
ENGLEWOOD CHURCH O

is te
REASON

for the
SEASON

\ Madlson Avenue 1001 W. Madison Ave, Athens

423-746-2626

@ P HARMACY www.wolfendenrx.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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SPECIALIZING IN MOVING
YOU CALL, WE HAUL!
SINCE 1942
11 MCMINN AVE
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irom everyone at Dooley Traetor Company.

We want to remind you that Jesus is the reason for the season!
Thank you for vour business this vear!

We are looking forward to serving you in 2025
v
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,;;ﬁ?;,: ; MAKING SPIRITS BRIGHT, ONE LOAD AT A TIME
% MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM LAUNDRY DEPOT!

Dogwood > 2 » »
g Merry Christmas from Dogwood Dental! { ’é\— 6 - =
l) e n I al C a l‘ e ‘We wish you a season filled with health, |

happiness, and the brightest of smiles. | 4 4 ‘
Dr. Dale Kennedy | Family Dentistry for Adults and Children ‘

Healthy Smiles For the Whole Family

1911 Congress Parkway S, Athens
(423) 745-2630
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414 5. White St.

Wishing you a season filled with beauty, joy,

and endless smiles.

/\%/ FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS
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AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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201 N White St, Athens
(423) 333-8063 @

Simmons
’ Bank.

MEMBER FDIC
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TENNESSEE COLLEGE

B ‘ 0\
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Christmas

Wishing you joy and happiness
this holiday season.
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Troop to Yours.
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MERRY

CHRINTMAN

FROM NIOTA MAYOR, 1 O1S PREECE
COMMISSTONERS, ALL NIOTA (ITY STAFF
AND NTOTA WATER WORKS

Greeks Bearing Gifts

... The fine gift shop of Athens

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM JIM & PATTI GREEK & STAFF.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS THIS YEAR!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
SERVING YOU IN 2025!
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POOLS&SPAS
© 423-745-1425

WWW. dynastypoolsandspas com
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Christmas
From your friends at

We Look Forward to
Sexving You in

202 5' First Class Business Services

1306 Decatur Pike, (thens, TN
(423)507-9736

Have a merry
Christmas!

FROM

HEAVENLY CREATIONS
BY JEN
FLORIST & GIFTS

1311 Railroad Ave., Athens

(423) 453-5319
heavenlycreationsbyjen.com

(thens
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S D CHRISTMAS .

and Happy lNew Year

We Look Forward to
Sewing You in 2025!

412 S. White St., (lthens
(423) 453-5325
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MERRY
CHRISTMAS

May the spirit of Christmas
bring you peace and happiness

205 Knoxville Ave.
Athens

(423) 745-4904
athensmcminnymca.org
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