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o
NOW OFFERING
« Air Conditioner Concrete Pads
¢ Water Trough Concrete Pads

* Concrete Feed & Water Troughs

» Distribution Boxes for Septic
Pump Systems
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30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Over 120 Styles of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring
Cozy Carpeting and Beautiful Hardwood
The Best Scratch Resistant Laminates

12ft & 16ft-wide Sheet Vinyl

Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy
2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens

Friday, March 7, 2025

Page 1

Athens, Tennessee

Watts Bar Cleanup scheduled March 22

The Watts Bar Lake Association’s 25th annual Spring Shoreline
Cleanup is Saturday, March 22 from 9:00 AM — 12:00. The WBLA is
partnering with the TN RiverLine RiverTown Communities of Spring
City and Meigs County, TVA and Responsible Stewardship.

They are looking for participants and team leaders for this year’s
event. This is an opportunity to have a fun time, meet wonderful peo-
ple and take part in keeping Watts Bar Lake beautiful. The WBLA
will provide gloves, grabbers, and bags.

Contact Peter Giroux for any questions at 404-304-1115 or
pgiroux@comcast.net. More information can be found at:
wattsbarlakeassociation.org in Upcoming Events and also on their
Facebook page HERE.

Community News You Can Use

The McMinn County High School Dance team has announced
the “Egg My Yard” Fundraiser taking place from now until
April 19. Prices range between $15 and $35 depending on
how many dozens of eggs you would like. Filled, plastic eggs
will be placed in your yard before Easter, so your kids can
wake up and see the Easter Bunny has been there. To reserve
your spot, call gmoore@mcminnschools.com

The McMinn Senior Activity Center invites you to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day on Friday, March 14 from 7 pm to 9 pm with
the St. Patrick’s Day Dance. The dance is from 7 pm - 9 pm
and doors open at 6:45 pm. Tickets are $5 for singles and $8
for a couple at the door or you can buy tickets at the Senior
Center in advance Monday - Friday from 8am to 2pm. Funds
raised will support the many social services offered to at-risk
McMinn County senior
citizens, including the
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Let Traci help with
your 401K rollover.

AP Traci White

Athens Branch Manager
1314 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303
423-634-8310

Federally insured by NCUA
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We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

@ 423-507-9487
423-744-0121 call us!
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© 10 Convenient Locations ® Outstanding Customer Service
® Local Community Banking ¢ Unparalleled Community Involvement

423-442-7262

CONVENIENTEOCATIONS

Madisonville « Tellico Plains « Sweetwater « Vonore « Hwy 68

Loudon « Athens « Maryville « Ducktown « McCaysville, GA
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W Smith Funeral & Cremation Servicey of Atheny

“B59 Years of Dedicated Service”
Jerry E. Smith, LFD, 1010 S. White Street e Athens

A Complete Funeral Home, Chapel & Visitation Rooms

A caring staff of professional, licensed directors ® Only the best quality funeral supplies ®
Made in the U.S.A. * Any type of service you desire ®* We serve all faiths. ®
We offer pre-planning service ® Competitive pricing ® Locally owned & operated.

Obituaries

Diana LaVar Trout Bedwell, age 61, of Cleveland, passed
away on Wednesday, March 5. She was a member of the Light-
house Church International in Charleston, TN. Visitation will
be held at the Lighthouse Church International in Charleston,
TN, from 2:00 PM until 3:30 PM on Sunday, March 9. Funeral
services will be at 3:30 PM at the church. Interment will follow
at South Liberty Cemetery. Ziegler Funeral Home has been
entrusted with serving the family of Diana LaVar Trout Bed-
well.

Larry Yarber II, 28 of Etowah, passed away on Saturday,
February 22. After high school, Larry went on to join the Army,
was stationed at Fort Riley and served for three years, receiving
numerous awards and medals. He was currently employed at
HBR Powersports in Athens. A celebration of life is being held
on Sunday, March 16th, 2025 at 3:00 pm at Athens Elks Lodge.
Companion Funeral Home of Athens and the Cody family are
honored to assist the family with these arrangements.

Daniel Everett Taylor, 53, passed away on Saturday, March 1.
The family wishes for everyone who knew Daniel to cherish
your time you had with him. Daniel may be Gone but he will
certainly never be forgotten. Companion Funeral Home of Ath-
ens and the Cody family are honored to assist the family with
his arrangements.

Preschool Registration Opens
for Local Schools

Public schools across the region are gearing up for preschool regis-
tration, offering families an opportunity to give their children an
early start in education. While preschool is not mandatory in Ten-
nessee, it is a voluntary program available to children who will be 4
years old by August 15. Parents interested in enrolling their chil-
dren will need to provide a birth certificate, immunization records,
and proof of residency. Registration dates vary by school district:

® Athens City Schools — Registration is currently open at the Central
Office on Crestway Drive.

® Etowah City School — April 2 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. More appoint-
ments are available by calling the school office.

® McMinn County Schools — April 7 at Calhoun, E.K. Baker, and
Rogers Creek, and on April 8 at Englewood, Mountain View, and
Niota.

Educators emphasize the importance of early childhood education
in promoting healthy brain development and social skills. Pre-
school provides children with a structured environment where they
can engage in imaginative play, storytelling, singing, and early
learning activities, setting the stage for future academic success.

For more information, parents are encouraged to contact their local
school offices.

Source: Ginger Robinson, Executive Director, McMinn County
Education Foundation
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FAMILY GROW INTO A NEW HOME
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TN WESLEYAN SUNDAY LUNCH

Start your Sunday off right with our delicious and decadent

Sunday Lunch on the TN Wesleyan Campus! Join us for a wide
variety of lunch classics and new favorites to satisfy your
cravings. Served all you care to eat style!
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Scan and select the
upcoming Sunday
from the lunch meal
period.

March 2: Closed
March 9: Closed

March 29, 2025 10AM - 12:30PM
E.G. FISHER LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM

$30 per ticket

Purchase tickets at
CNB's Athens Branch.
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Church News & Events

¢ Planted In Christ Outreach Fellowship (317 Maple Street,

e Grace Baptist Church (517 Washington Ave., Etowah) in-
vites you to meet Roger & Vivian Bayona, missionaries to the
Philippines that are visiting their church on Wednesday, March
12 at 7pm.

e The Greesons will be singing LIVE at Solid Rock Baptist
Church (4975 Hwy. 11, Calhoun) on March 23 at 10:45am.

e Zion Hill Baptist Church (269 County Road 516, Eng-
lewood) announces the next Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Sat-
urday, April 5 at the TWU Cafeteria in Athens. The Speaker
will be Dr. Jeff Laborg from Fairview Knox Church and will
include testimonies from Miracle Lake. Breakfast will begin at
8:00 am with the service immediately following at 9:45 am.
Register Online at zhbe.com/breakfast

e TWU’s Chorale will sing a traditional choral evensong ser-
vice on Monday, March 10, at 5:30 pm, at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Athens. There’s no admission charge and open
to the public.

o SRBC Kids presents: Kingdom Seekers on Sunday Nights at
5:30 pm at Solid Rock Baptist Church (4975 Hwy. 11, Cal-

houn) This all ages event combines, God, music, games and
fun into a very special All Ages event.

Athens) holds Outreach Deliverance Classes every Thursday at
7:00 p.m.

o Christ Community Church will open the Prom Shop on Sat-
urday, March 29 from 9 am - 3 pm. The Prom Shop provides
Prom Formal wear at no cost for any student to attend their
prom or dance. Christ Community Church is located at 14 S.
Congress Pkwy in Athens. For more information, email
promshopathens@yahoo.com.

e Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday at 6:00 P.M. at
Woodward Ave. Church of God (507 Woodward Ave., Ath-
ens). They also meet every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. at Watts
Bar Community Church (1517 TN-68, Decatur)

e Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? Clearwa-
ter Baptist Church (964 County Road 180, Athens) is begin-
ning a new session of GriefShare helping those grieving find
hope, comfort, and guidance. Beginning on Thursday, March
6th from 6 pm - 7:30 pm there will be an ongoing (in 13 week
rotations) grief support group that you can join at any time and
is open to the community. For more info vis-
it: clearwaterbc.org/grief-share

e New Life Church hosts weekly Prayer Meetings every
Wednesday night beginning at 7:00 pm. The church is located
at 204 Fisher St. in Athens. All are welcome.

JOB DETAILS
Entry Level Production
$21.82 an Hour
12-Hour Rotating Shifts

Shift Differential
Premium for Nights

Weekly Production
Incentives

® Benefit Package & 401(k)
Savings Plan

® Overtime Available

Domfar

Formerly Resolute Forest Products

OPEN INTERVIEWS |’

Saturday, March 8, 2025
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
5020 Highway 11 South °

Calhoun, Tennessee

Registration
8:00 AM - 8:30 AM

We are seeking detailed-oriented and hard-working individuals
to join our dynamic team. This is a great opportunity for
motivated candidates to learn more about our company and
showcase their skills. If you are passionate about your work
and thrive in a meticulous and diligent environment, we want to
meet you.

Interviews will be held on a first-come, first-serve basis. Arrive
early for registration to get a slot. Bring a valid driver license,
your resume, and copy of your GED or diploma.

Serving
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Open: Tues. - Sun.
7am - 2pm
Closed on Monday

Order by phone (423) 252-0632
Online at grandmasgingerbreadbakery.com
116 N. White St, Downtown Athens



https://www.facebook.com/twudine
https://grandmasgingerbreadbakery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083341301191
https://www.facebook.com/greesons
https://www.facebook.com/solidrockbc
https://www.facebook.com/solidrockbc
https://www.facebook.com/zionhillbaptistchurchTN
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15pvHpf8j8/
http://www.zhbc.com/breakfast
https://www.facebook.com/twuchorale
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsathens
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsathens
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/152nFS2zbA/
https://www.facebook.com/solidrockbc
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100081674791226
https://www.facebook.com/cccathenstn
mailto:promshopathens@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/celebraterecovery
https://www.facebook.com/WCOGCELEBRATERECOVERY
https://www.facebook.com/crmeigscounty
http://www.clearwaterbc.org
http://www.clearwaterbc.org
http://www.clearwaterbc.org/grief-share
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100095315926315

Gas Prices Drop Slightly;
McMinn County Sees Lower Averages

The Athens Isahava Todays A

National Average

Sister City Committee $3.110
“ hosted a free tea cere- £
mony class at TCAT on MCMINN
e $2.671
3 Tuesday, March 4. e
$2.716 ~
Twenty-four members Ao

of the Athens commu-

nity  attended  and

learned ‘the way of The national average price for a gallon of gas has dropped by a
tea’. penny since last week, now sitting at $3.11, thanks in part to

lower oil prices. However, some drivers may experience fluctu-
1 The next Japanese cul-  ations at the pump as markets and retailers respond to tariff
R ture class will be at news and the transition to summer-grade gasoline, which is

TWU at Colloms Center on April 8" at 6pm, and ~ More expensive to produce.

will be about Japanese Business Etiquette. It is free ~ As of Thursday, the national average for gas is 2 cents lower
than a month ago and 27 cents lower than this time last

year. In McMinn County, the average price per gallon is sig-
nificantly lower than the national average, standing at $2.67.

and open to the community. More information can
be found at the Athens Isahaya Sister City Commit-

tee Facebook page. Source: AAAGasPrices.com
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[ AU Pl ™ @4 AVA4 =i ®

{ . d =\ 9| g
YOU ARE NOT ALONE. ™
A support group can help. ﬁ D O M I N I O N

of ATHENS

Discover Compassionate Care: Join Our Monthly
O Support Group on March 12th!

. . Gain valuable insights from leading experts at Gentiva,
WEDNESDAY gentlva @ a medi SYS  Amedisys, Hearth and Hospice of Chattanooga as they share
MARCH 12 the transformative benefits of hospice care and highlight the

1AM TO 1TPM unique services each company offers.

e Q"/: 3 Whether you're a caregiver, family member, or professional in

Chattan()()ga ] senior living, this even't is your gpportumty to connect, learn,
and find support. Don’t miss this chance to explore

423-405-3075 compassionate care options—reserve your spot today!

for more information!

Please call

2090 West Madison Avenue | Athens, TN 37303 | 423-405-3075 | dominionathens.com
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Chargerettes win 4th consecutive region title with
Karina Bystry’s record-breaking performance

The McMinn Central Chargerettes defeated
Meigs County 70-28 to win their 4th consecu-
tive region title. Karina Bystry scored 31
points and led the team with 5 assists. She
moved past Oneida’s Brynae Laxton (914 in
1993-94) for 4th place in single season scoring.
Her 923 points this season place her 1 point shy of Upperman’s
Akira Levy (924 in 2017-18). Malea Masingale scored 11
points and led the team with 5 steals. Camryn Loden and
Reagan Baker both scored 9 points, and Baker led the team
with 8 rebounds.

The Chargerettes host the sectional Saturday at 7pm against
Region 1-2A runner up Alcoa who lost to Gatlinburg Pittman
72-63 in OT. The sectional winner advances to next week’s
Blue Cross Championships on the campus of MTSU in
Murfreesboro.

Camryn Loden, Reagan Baker, Alahna Powell, Malea
Masingale, and Karina Bystry (MVP) were named to the All
Region 2-2A team.

McMinn Central Coverage By: Todd Loveday, WYGO

99.5FM’s Voice of the Chargers

No. 18/17 Tennessee shook off a slow
start to overpower Texas A&M with a
dominant performance, securing a 77-
37 victory in the opening round of the
SEC Women’s Basketball Tournament

\ on Wednesday at Bon Secours Well-
-ﬁ ness Arena.

Redshirt sophomore Talaysia Cooper,
returning from a lower-body injury, led the Lady Vols with 19
points, eight rebounds, three assists, and three steals off the bench.
Jewel Spear and Zee Spearman added 11 points each, while Samara
Spencer chipped in 10.

After trailing 13-11 at the end of the first quarter, Tennessee took
control in the second, outscoring the Aggies 21-6 to take a 32-19
halftime lead. The Lady Vols continued to dominate in the second
half, going on multiple scoring runs and shooting 55% from the
field in the third quarter to extend their lead to 60-28. By the final
buzzer, Tennessee had outscored A&M by 42 points over the last
three quarters, sealing a decisive 40-point win.

The victory advances the No. 9 seed Lady Vols (22-8) to the sec-
ond round, where they will face No. 8 seed Vanderbilt (21-9, 8-8
SEC) at 11 a.m. ET on Thursday. The game will be televised on
SEC Network and available via Lady Vol Network radio stations
and UTSports.com audio stream.

Source: UTSports.com
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REGISTER: TOTAL RACE SOLUTIONS
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