OSMENT FLOORING

(423) 252-0316
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Over 120 Styles of Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring
Cozy Carpeting and Beautiful Hardwood
The Best Scratch Resistant Laminates

12ft & 16ft-wide Sheet Vinyl

Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy
2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens
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TBI agents arrest, charge Meigs County man in Georgetown arson investigation

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation special agents specializing in fire investigations, working
alongside the Meigs County Sheriff’s Office, have arrested and charged a Georgetown man in
connection with an arson investigation.

On June 15, 2023, agents began investigating a suspicious fire that destroyed a detached garage
at a home in the 3000 block of Sugar Creek Road in Georgetown. During the course of the in-
vestigation, authorities determined that the property owner, James Harry Burch, was the indi-
vidual responsible for starting the fire.

Burch was arrested on March 19th and charged with one count of Arson, one count of Burning Personal Property, one
count of Filing a False Report, one count of Tampering with Evidence, one count of Insurance Fraud $10,000-$60,000,
and one count of Insurance Fraud $60,000-$250,000. He was booked into the Meigs County Jail on $25,000 bond.

The charges and allegations referenced in this release are merely accusations of criminal conduct and not evidence. The
defendant is presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt and convicted through due
process of law. If you have information about an intentionally set fire, call the Tennessee Arson Hotline at 1-800-762-

SPRING OPEN HOUSE - APRIL1

Attend Open House and learn all there is to becoming part of the Bulldog Family!
Wesleyan

You and your family are invited to spend a day on campus, exploring the academic, social,
and athletic advantages of Tennessee Wesleyan. Learn more at tnwesleyan.edu/openhouse 0 A T T
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MORE THAN

a Checking Account

Experience Your

Good Life

with Good Life Checking!

Now with Pet care and insurance plans at

103 Dynasty Way « Athens

Order Online - www.dynastypoolsandspas.com

423-745-1425

« Pool and Spa Chemicals
- we do WATER TESTING

« Everything you need!

MCMINN reduced rates - including:
K&P
TANK & PIPE «ID tags linked to Pet Cloud
i *"‘,g.:ui e It also includes 24/7 Virtual Pet,

We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

e Discounts on pet medication,
and more!

LIKE & FOLLOW

US ON FACEBOOK

CLICKHERE ORVISIT

EEE‘:N.E!SSE www.PBET.bank &i| &

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

If it's not listed,

@ 423-507-9487
423-744-0121 call us!

FACEBOOK.COM/WYXIAM1390

Insurance products are Not a Deposit, Not FDIC Insured, Not insured by any federal government agency, and Not guaranteed by the
bank. Subject to additional terms and conditions. $100 minimum deposit required to open account. $5.50 monthly service charge
applies. Contact a customer service representative for account opening guidelines and schedule of fees for complete details.
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Obituaries

Athens Road Closures

Lillian Marie “Ninney” Gaines, 97, passed away
on Wednesday, March 26. She worshipped at Trinity
United Methodist Church in Cleveland. She was
proud to be the first African American woman hired
at American Uniform and served as one of Bradley
Memorial’s first Grey Ladies at Bradley Medical
Center. She also worked as a receiving clerk at Park
Belk’s and spent 17 years providing compassionate
home healthcare for the State of Tennessee. After
retiring, Ninney continued to give back to her com-
munity as the Nutrition Coordinator at Walker Street
Nutrition Site. Ninney had a passion for the arts and
was an active participant in the Ocoee Players' pro-
ductions and church skits. A graveside service will
take place at the Chattanooga Veteran Memorial
Cemetery on Thursday, April 3rd, 2025 at 11 am.
M.D. Dotson & Sons Funeral Home & Cremation
Service in charge of arrangements.

The City of Athens Public Works Department has announced

two upcoming street closures to accommodate local events.

Keith Lane Closure — March 29, 2025

® Location: Keith Lane (from Powers Path to Crestway
Drive)

® Date & Time: Saturday, March 29, 2025, from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m.

® Reason: Athens City Intermediate School’s Happy Health
Kids Fest

College Street Closure — April 1, 2025

® Location: College Street (from Jackson Street to Long
Street)

® Date & Time: Tuesday, April 1, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.

® Reason: Tennessee Wesleyan University’s Choose Blue
Open House

Motorist Advisory: Expect detours, traffic signage, workers,
and pedestrians. Allocate extra travel time. For more details,
contact the Athens Public Works Department at 423-744-2745.

Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services
163 Arrants Avenue
Decatur, TN 37322
(423) 334-3661

www.decaturfuneralsandcreamations.com

Donate at MEDIC between March 24th and
April 6th. Two winners will be chosen.

All donors will be automatically entered. Winners
will be contacted by MEDIC.

No purchase necessary.

MEDIC

REGIONAL BLOOD CENTER
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Are you looking for a church home in Athens?

ZION

Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Visit us at Zion, each Sunday at 9:30 AM and 5:00 PM, as we:
» Proclaim the whole counsel of God through expository preaching
» Sing God’s praises using biblical psalms and historic hymns
* Call upon the Lord together in fervent corporate prayer
* Enjoy warm communion with Christ and one another

JLearn More:
zionopc.org

Meeting at
205 McMinn Ave

Church News & Events

e Zion Hill Baptist Church (269 County Road 516, Engle-
wood) announces the next Men’s Prayer Breakfast on Satur-
day, April 5 at the TWU Cafeteria in Athens. The Speaker will
be Dr. Jeff Laborg from Fairview Knox Church and will in-
clude testimonies from Miracle Lake. Breakfast will begin at
8:00 am with the service immediately following at 9:45 am.
Register Online at zhbc.com/breakfast

o SRBC Kids presents: Kingdom Seekers on Sunday Nights at
5:30 pm at Solid Rock Baptist Church (4975 Hwy. 11, Cal-
houn) This event combines, God, music, games and fun into a
very special all ages affair. (See their Easter ad on page 4)

e Planted In Christ Outreach Fellowship (317 Maple Street,
Athens) holds Outreach Deliverance Classes every Thursday at
7:00 p.m.

e Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday at 6:00 P.M. at
Woodward Ave. Church of God (507 Woodward Ave., Ath-
ens). They also meet every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. at Watts
Bar Community Church (1517 TN-68, Decatur)

e New Life Church hosts weekly Prayer Meetings every
Wednesday night beginning at 7:00 pm. The church is located
at 204 Fisher St. in Athens. All are welcome.

o Pleasant Hill Baptist Church (1923 Pleasant Hill Rd., Ten
Mile) is hosting their Church Fellowship Meal on this Satur-
day, March 29 from 12pm - 2pm The meal will consist of
Sloppy Joes, Hot Dogs, Chili, Dessert and Drink. Everyone is

welcome!

e Solid Rock Baptist Church will hold their 5th Annual
Easter Drive-Thru on Friday, April 4 & Saturday, April 5
from 6:00pm - 8:00pm. Solid Rock is located at 4975 Hwy 11
in Calhoun. (See ad below for singing by the Kingsmen QT)

e The next monthly Christian Men's Prayer Breakfast sponsored
by New Hope Methodist Church will occur on Thursday, April
3 at 8§ am. at Maddi Mae's Cafe in downtown Athens. This
ecumenical prayer breakfast is open to all men of Christian
faith plus those who want to establish a relationship with Jesus.
Please contact Marcus Guinn at: marcusguinn@gmail.com or
phone 423-507-7769 for more information.

Registration Open
PICKLEBALL

TOURNAMEN
<ol e -

%
=0 >

INGLESIDE COURTS

PLAYER
$50

REGISTER NOW AT

HTTPS://APP.PICKLEBALLDEN.COM/EXTERNAES
TOURNAMENT/8133689

KINGSMEN

~ Maseh 29, 2025
6:00 p.m.

SOLID ROCK BAPTIST CHURCH
4975 Hwy 11
calhoun, TN 37309

Pastor Scott Martin



https://www.facebook.com/zionhillbaptistchurchTN
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15pvHpf8j8/
http://www.zhbc.com/breakfast
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/152nFS2zbA/
https://www.facebook.com/solidrockbc
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100081674791226
https://www.facebook.com/celebraterecovery
https://www.facebook.com/WCOGCELEBRATERECOVERY
https://www.facebook.com/crmeigscounty
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100095315926315
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070070713489
http://www.facebook.com/solidrockbc
https://www.facebook.com/share/1AGRydZ78X/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1AGRydZ78X/
mailto:marcusguinn@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/solidrockbc
https://zionopc.org/
https://app.pickleballden.com/external-tournament/8133689

Never Mice an (pdate!

SUBSCRIBE

»

Tennessee’s Unemployment Rate Holds
Steady at 3.7% for Six Months

Tennessee’s unemployment rate remains unchanged at 3.7%

for the sixth consecutive month, staying below the national
average, according to the Tennessee Department of Labor
and Workforce Development (TDLWD).

The state’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for Febru-
ary 2025 remained at 3.7%, consistent since September 2024.
However, it is slightly higher than the 3.1% rate recorded in
February 2024. Meanwhile, the national unemployment rate
rose to 4.1%, increasing by 0.1 percentage points from Janu-
ary and 0.2 percentage points from a year ago.

Tennessee saw 19,200 new nonfarm jobs added over the past
year, with the most growth in Government, Leisure and Hos-
pitality, and Education and Health Services. Between January
and February alone, the state added 9,100 jobs, led by Educa-
tion and Health Services, Trade, Transportation and Utilities,
and Leisure and Hospitality sectors.

For a full breakdown of Tennessee’s February 2025 unem-
ployment data, visit the TDLWD website HERE.

Fire in Etowah Spreads Across
Three Acres

A ﬁre broke out on County Road 490 in Etowah around 6 p.m. on
Tuesday after a property owner’s attempt to burn household items got
out of control. The flames quickly spread up a bank, reaching a large

pile of tires and burning approximately three acres, including some
neighboring property. Multiple fire departments responded to the
scene, including Etowah Rural Fire, Englewood Rural Fire, and mutual
aid from Monroe County’s Conasauga Fire and Mt. Vernon Fire De-
partments. The incident was led by Etowah Rural Deputy Fire Chief
Dustin Ruebush and Englewood Rural Fire Chief Billy Roach.

Authorities remind residents to use extreme caution when burning
materials outdoors, especially in dry conditions.

Photos Courtesy of Kinzley Troutt, Etowah Rural Fire Dept.
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Party Reorganization!

* | TENNESSEE
IS WORTH

n»
*

+ 7FIGHTING FOR.

* McMinn-County Democratic Party

March 29
Doors Open 8 AM | Reorg at 9 AM
McMinn County High School
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On Thursday, The Food Hub (3 W. College St., Athens) opened to a successful turnout from project supporters and TWU students. The business incubator
is a first of its kind in the state of Tennessee and offers a place for prospective restaurateurs to get advice on how to start their own restaurant as well as a
location to start without the high overhead costs that come with starting your own venture. Interviews were conducted with many different members of the
Main Street Athens board, TWU administration, Athens Chamber of Commerce and various farming vendors. The interviews aired live on WYXI RADIO
FM 94.5 and AM1390.

Sandra Kinney, Director,
Main Street Athens

Bo Perkinson,
Former. Athens
Mayor &
Former Main
Street Athens
Board Member

Meigs County Democratic Party to Elect New Leaders at
Reorganization Convention

All County Democrats Welcome

Decatur, TN -- The Meigs County Democratic Party will hold a Ry P e R G
Reorganization Convention to elect new leaders on Saturday, EM 94.5
March 29th. The meeting will take place at the Meigs County \ AM 13°90 /

Courthouse, Decatur. Doors open for registration at 12:00
p.m., convention start time is 1:00 p.m.

All Democrats who are registered voters of Meigs County are
urged to attend. During the Convention the voting delegation
will adopt County Party bylaws and elect new leadership. Local
Democrats will elect a Chair, Vice Chair(s), Secretary, Treasurer
and the Executive Committee members from all areas of the
county for a two-year term.

The County Party Reorganization Convention welcomes all
Meigs County Democrats and independent voters. Attendees
should arrive early to complete credentialing forms and be
iﬂ;‘n&tég%?o the convention prior to 1:00 p.m. when the meeting N ] D/—\YrJ ’,_\]' "/'J/U ’,_\],] & 'J/ UU P]']
Paid for by the Meigs County Democrat Party
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