30 YEARS EXPERIENGE Th Mor nlng FaX NOW OFFERING

Drastically Reduced pricing on LVP Flooring to « Air Conditioner Concrete Pads

make room for our NEW TOP QUALITY CABINETS!!

¢ Water Trough Concrete Pads

Carpet starting at .69/sq.ft.

Linoleum starting at .89/sq.ft. » Concrete Feed & Water Troughs

» Distribution Boxes for Septic
Okay to distribute Click here to send your stories to Pump Systems

(with attribution) wyxiradio@gmail.com @ 223-507-0487 s notisted
423-744-0121 call us!

Small batch flooring as low as $15/box!!!

Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy
2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens
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After some potentially scary weather headed to Akron towards the end of last week, it was nothing but clear blue
skies when the sun came up over Derby Downs for the 87th running of the First Energy All-American Soap Box
Derby Saturday. Shortly after the World Championship parade finished, our local Stock Champion, Silas Millsaps
was the first heat on the track where he would accomplish a feat that no Athens Soap Box Morning Fax
champion had done since 2018. Racing out of lane number 3, Silas was the first to cross the — Todavs News. This Morning.
finish line in Heat 601 with a time of 28.761, defeating Finn Sherman of Houlton, Maine by a differential of 0.012
and Shokhida Kobilova of Brooklyn, New York by a differential of 0.039. Silas is the first Athens racer to win a 3-
car World Championship heat in the All-American since Nathan Turner and Zeke Hembree back in 2018. See more photos on Page 4
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o Thu-Athens Family Dollar 10:30 -1:30
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We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe

VINYL SHAKES & STONE DOORS

WINDOWS & SHUTTERS ~ DECKS
METAL ROOFING VINYL SIDING
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe SHINGLES & GUTTERS

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

Classic baseball movies with players 423-507-9487
from your favorite team

If it's not listed,
423-744-0121 call us!

saw | |\ Things Exterior

wedo WATER TESTING BUFEY MICAH
423-435-8714 423-506-1249

- Everything you need!

» 103 Dynasty Way - Athens

www.dynastyspas.com

Sl 723 CONGRESS PKWY S. NEXT TO BJ'S SNACK BAR



http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
https://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/allthingsexterior.net
http://www.athensmoviepalace.com/
http://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq
http://www.dynastyspas.com/
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Click for more details!
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Athens Street Closures this Week

Baseball Infields at Athens Regional Park
Getting Artificial Turf

The City of Athens Public Works Department announces the
following street closure:

The areas to be affected are CRESTWAY DRIVE from Keith
Lane to Ivy Lane and KEITH LANE from Powers Path to
Gideon Street. These areas will be closed to through traffic from
Monday, July 21, 2025 at 7:00 a.m. until Friday, August 1, 2025
at 4:00 p.m. This closure will be intermittent throughout the
project. The purpose of this closure is for street repairs. For
more information, please contact the Office of the Public Works
Department at 423-744-2745.

ACT Presents Matilda The Musical

Athens Community Theatre (ACT) will present the Tony Award
-winning, Roald Dahl's Matilda The Musical, directed by Mi-
chael Webb, August 15 - 24, 2025. Saturday August 23; ticket
holders are invited to join us at 6:00 PM for Photos with Char-
acters. Roald Dahl's Matilda The Musical opens the Athens
Community Theatre Mainstage 2025 - 26 season. Show dates
and times are Fridays and Saturdays, August 15, 16, 22, and 23
at 7:00 PM, and Sundays August 17 and 24 at 2:00 PM. Tickets
are available now and are $20 for adults and $15 for students.
Patrons are encouraged to purchase tickets early, as ACT events
tend to sell out on, or before, the performance date.

The Athens City Council has approved a major enhancement to the
City’s athletic infrastructure, awarding a contract to Baseline Sports
Construction to install artificial turf on all five baseball infields at
Athens Regional Park.

This $1.42 million project includes the installation of artificial turf,
the extension of basepaths from 70 feet to 90 feet, and the design and
grading work needed to repair a longstanding drainage issue on Field
4. These improvements are designed to elevate the quality of local
play, foster sports tourism, and attract a broader range of regional
and statewide tournaments—ultimately increasing hotel/motel tax
revenue for the community. Funding for the project will be sourced
from the City’s Capital Improvement Fund and the Hotel/Motel Tax
Fund.

“With these enhancements, including the 90-foot baselines, we’ll be
able to better integrate tournament play with McMinn County High
School and Tennessee Wesleyan’s baseball fields,” said Athens City
Manager Randall Dowling. “This creates the opportunity to host
larger, more competitive events that benefit our local economy.”
Construction is expected to begin in October 2025 and will be com-
pleted by February 2026. Athens Parks and Recreation Director Matt
Siniard shared his enthusiasm for the project: “Our Parks and Rec-
reation Department is excited to have artificial turf installed on all
five of our infields at Athens Regional Park.... Upon completion, the
Parks and Recreation Department will begin actively marketing the
upgraded fields to attract as many local, regional, and state-wide
tournaments as possible. For more information about the project or to
schedule a tournament for the 2026 season, please contact the Athens
Parks & Recreation Department at 423-744-2704.
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Own Your Financial Future
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VISIT US TODAY FOR GREAT FINANCING RATES!

109 Congress Pkwy N
Athens, TN 37303

(423) 745-1302
dooleytractorcompany.com
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A ribbon cutting was celebrated recently for new Athens Area Chamber of Commerce member, Athens Electronic Repair, lo-
cated in Athens. Chamber friends Joining the celebration and pictured here left to right are: Stacey Hester (Chamber Diplo-
mat), Tina Huckabey, Tawnya Allen, Kevin Guffey (Owner Athens Electronic Repair), Willow Allen, Traci White (Chamber
Diplomat/Board), Wesley Skinner (Chamber Diplomat/Board). Back: Stephanie Devine, Rob Preston (President/CEO), Doug
Bailey (Chamber Diplomat), Todd Watson (Chamber Board), Hunter Starr (Chamber Diplomat), Hugh Willson (Chamber

Diplomat). Photo courtesy of Julie Simbeck

MOUNT VERD

BAPTIST CHURCH
ﬁ‘* UACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 1&%&

JOIN US TO LEARN "IN THE BEGINNING, GOD..."
JULY 21-25 | 6:30 - 8:00PM

EXCITING
CLASSES FOR
ALL AGES!

For more information: call (423) 506-0599 or(423) 506-6909
Genesis 1:1"In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the Earth
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SUMMER

luck Te Gelhood) Gush!

AUG 9, 2025, 10AM-1PM

SCHOOL SUPPLIES SUPPLIES GIVEAWAY
HAIRCUTS | FORMIDDLE/HIGH
FACEPAINTING | STUDENTS &
INFLATABLES | PRIMARY/ELEMENTARY
FREEFOOD | STUDENTS!

2329 CLEARWATER ROAD, ATHENS, TN
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Arliss Douglas was next on the track from Athens as the Local Super Stock champions were ready
for their time to shine. Arliss found himself in one of the closest overall heats of the entire day of
racing as his time of 28.516 was enough to defeat Skyler Sweatman of Jamestown, New York by a

differential of 0.011 but not quite enough to takedown Nathaniel Merriken of Federalsburg, Mary-

land as he fell by just six thousandths of a second. Arliss was composed as always, even in defeat, and quickly

came back down the hill to begin cheering Silas
on. He was world-class ambassador for Athens
Soap Box Derby and the state of Tennessee this
week, and we’re looking forward to seeing where

his future rally career will take him.

After all of the opening round heats were com-
pleted in both the Local and Rally divisions, it
was time for Silas Millsaps to head back on the

track in the round of 18, this time against fellow

Tennessean, Coy Cantrell of Chattanooga. We knew this was going to be a tough test for Millsaps as Cantrell had
a top 5 finish in the AAA Local Stock Challenge race on Wednesday, but Silas did not back down. This time in

lane one, Silas stayed neck and neck with Cantrell the entire way down, so much so that even those positioned

right at the finish line were unable to decipher who the winner was before hearing from the photo finish. When

the dust settled, Cantrell’s time of 28.641 bested
Millsaps time of 28.649 by just eight thousandths
of a second. Cantrell would eventually go on to
another top 10 finish for his week, with an 8th
place trophy for his racing today, and it was in-
credible to watch Silas at the ripe age of 7 to com-
pete like he did and he was another perfect repre-
sentation of the East Tennessee spirit on a national
stage. Source: Derek Phillips, Program Coordi-
nator for the City of Athens.
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Time of Need =~ Funeral Home

how best to honor the memory of someone so 521 W. Madison Avenue = Athens, TN
1 . . "

important can be overwhelming. We are here to
help with complete, professional and compassionate
funeral planning services to meet your needs and = =

respectfully celebrate the life and legacy of your
loved one. www.zieglerfuneralhome.com

Truck Fire North of Niota

On Friday July 18th around 5:30 p.m. a report of a truck fire in the 2300 block of Highway 11 North of Niota. The driver of the 2015
Chevy Silverado reported a popping noise in the engine compartment just before the fire started. Units were able to put the fire out
before it got to a house nearby.

Responding to the call was Niota Rural, Athens Rural and North McMinn Rural Fire Departments.

Niota fire chief Travis Newberry was in command of the incident.

Photos, David Prater NFD

Obituaries

\ Charlotte Willean Miller Wilson, age 89, of Athens, Tennes-
see, passed away on Thursday, July 17, 2025. She lived her en-
tire life on the Miller family homestead, which was established
over 100 years ago. Charlotte attended Woodward Avenue
Church of God. Visitation will be held from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM
on Friday, July 25, 2025, at Ziegler Funeral Home. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 1:00 PM at the funeral home. Interment
will follow at McMinn Memory Gardens. Ziegler Funeral Home
has been entrusted with serving the family of Charlotte Willean
Miller Wilson.
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For all students interested in starting this Fall

Cleveland State
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