OSMENT FLOORING

(423) 252-0316
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drastically Reduced pricing on LVP Flooring to
make room for our NEW TOP QUALITY CABINETS!!

Th

Okay to distribute
(with attribution)

Carpet starting at .69/sq.ft.
Linoleum starting at .89/sq.ft.

Small batch flooring as low as $15/box!!!
Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy
2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens

Morning Fax
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APEX PRO H&H ;

¢ Handyman « Home Repair
423-829-4983 Ryan@ApexProhh.com

Click here to send your stories to
wyxiradio@gmail.Com
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Athens, Tennessee H

Crash Into Gas Line Forces Road Closure

on W. Willson Street in Niota

Authorities temporar-
ily shut down a sec-
tion of West Willson
Street Friday after-
7| noon after a wvehicle
e | struck a major gas line
in the 800 block of the
{ roadway near the
A Sugar Shack.

The incident occurred around 4 p.m. when a 2008 Nissan Al-
tima, driven by a 40-year-old male, was traveling southbound
and left the roadway, entering a culvert before returning to the
road and striking a six-inch gas line. First responders from Niota
Fire, Athens Fire, Clearwater Fire, and the McMinn County
Sheriff’s Office responded and immediately closed the highway
as a safety precaution. Crews from the Athens Utility Board
worked quickly to shut off the gas and secure the scene after a
significant leak was reported. AMR evaluated the driver at the
scene, and no injuries were reported. The driver was later trans-
ported to the Justice Center by the Tennessee Highway Patrol.
Athens Fire Chief Chuck Burris was in command of the scene,
and THP Trooper Chandler Lamar is leading the investigation.

Photo by David Prater Niota Rural Fire.

Community News You Can Use

e Trinity United Methodist Church will host the 3rd
Annual Live Walk Through Bethlehem on Tues-
day, Dec. 23, from 6-7:30 p.m. at 100 E. Col-
lege St., Athens. This free community event in-
vites families to experience the story of Jesus’
birth through live characters, concluding with a
live nativity in the sanctuary. Groups will be
paced to allow time at each scene. Everyone is
welcome.

e The Tennessee Highway Patrol will be conducting
a sobriety checkpoint on January 14, 2026 at
8:00pm at the intersection of Highway 11 and
Highway 309. The scheduled checkpoint is con-
tingent upon manpower and weather conditions.

We encourage you to
e-mail community events, church news, or other items of
interest for possible use in the Morning Fax.
If you take a newsworthy photograph, send it to:
wyxiradio@gmail.com
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TANK & PIPE ’
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YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT STORE
SINCE 1946

We offer same day & next day delivery!
* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
« 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3'Chamber Pipe
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

e Risersin Lids for Easy Pumping

HOURS OF OPERATION
MON 12/22: 10AM-5:30PM
TUES 12/23: 10AM-5:30PM
CHRISTMAS EVE: 10 AM - 3PM

116 E. Washington Ave., Downtown Athens

423-507-9487 it’ i
@ If it's not listed, (423) 745-4774

423-744-0121 call us!

FARRELL'S CUSTOM
CABINETS & TOPS

SELL YOUR STUFF ON
THE TRADING POST!

423-745-1390 or 423-746-1390
(from 8:30 am - 9:30 am WEEKDAYS ONLY)

Custom Cabinet & Countertop
Solutions for Every Space

tradingpost1390@gmail.com
(Anytime!)

931 County Road 172, Athens

@

No email? No Problem! Click anywhere
on this ad to go to our Google Form

(423) 462-4238

and we’ll get your submission
INSTANTLY 24/7/365!

farrellscabinets.com

Merry Christmas!
& Hapny New Year

Closed December 23, 2025 - January 4, 2026! REOPEN January 5,2026
REGULAR HOURS. We hope you and your family have a Merry
Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. The year
2025 has brought about chaos and challenging times for many of us. May
we take time to reflect on Jesus the real reason for the season! He is our
true help and comforter in times like these. Thank you to ALL of our
customers for your business in 2025. It is greatly appreciated! We look
forward to serving you in 2026! We are here to serve and help you in any
way that we can with your home or business exterior needs. Our prayer
for each person is that God blesses and prospers you greatly in 2026!

723 Congress Parkway S.

BUFFY
423-435-8714

like us on MICAH :
nfacebookﬁ 423-506-1249
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DYNASTY

« Pool and Spa Chemicals "
-we do WATER TESTING
« Everything you need!

Driver Falls Asleep, Crashes into Wall on
Highway 39E

A driver was in-
volved in a single-
i vehicle crash
{ Wednesday morn-
ing on Highway
39E in Englewood
after  reportedly
{ falling asleep at the
| wheel.

The accident occurred around 9:30 a.m. and involved a
2015 Nissan Altima, which struck a block wall. Engle-
wood Rural Fire and AMR responded to the scene to
assist.

The driver declined medical transport. Englewood Po-
lice Patrolman Shawn Emery investigated the crash.

Photo credit: Lynn Ingram, Englewood Rural FD

Single-Vehicle Crash Reported on County
Road 326
. Wi N

A single-vehicle crash was reported Thursday night around 8:30 p.m.
on County Road 326 involving a 2018 Ford F-150.

Authorities say the truck veered off the roadway, entered a ditch, and
struck a tree. The 30-year-old female driver, who was the sole occu-
pant, was evaluated at the scene by AMR and reported no injuries.

Niota Rural Fire, North McMinn Fire, AMR, and the McMinn
County Sheriff’s Office responded to the incident. Chad Gates was in
command of the scene, and no fire was reported. Tennessee Highway
Patrol Trooper Scott Freeman investigated the crash.

Photo provided by David Prater, Niota Rural FD

® Bowater
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Credit Union
Better Begins Here

Build a Better
Future - Your Way!

Tailored financial planning that
aligns with your unique aspirations,
whether you're planning for
retirement, saving for college,
growing your investments, or
building generational wealth.

Micheal Lawson

Financial Advisor

(423) 826-7334
mlawson@BowaterECU.org

M Bowater

MM WEALTH MANAGEMENT
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http://www.dynastyspas.com/
http://www.drcprint.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheDairyBarnAthens

BUY!
SELL!

TRADE!
TAKING CALLS DAILY! (423) 745-1390 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM EVERY WEEKDAY

THE AIRING SINCE 1371

TRADING POST SR

R

MORNING SHOW e
WITH J.P. VASQUEZ AM 1390
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The Athens City Council approved

Athens City Council Approves Expanded
Fourth of July Celebration for 2026 Alex Foster Welcomed to Athens Chamber

- ..r-uuﬂuE‘!ll“lll‘liuw

Zs 0

plans during its Dec. 16, 2025 meet-
ing to expand the city’s annual Inde-
pendence Day celebration in recogni-
tion of America’s 250th anniversary.

The July 4, 2026 event at Athens Re-
gional Park will feature traditional fireworks alongside a
new 600-unit synchronized drone show, marking a signifi-

cant enhancement to the city’s longstanding Fourth of July
festivities. The celebration will also include live music,
food concessions, splash pad access, and other family-
friendly activities.

The evening will conclude with a 20-minute combined
fireworks and drone display, designed to honor the na-
tion’s semiquincentennial while continuing Athens’ tradi-
tion of hosting a community-centered holiday event.

Additional information is available through the Athens
Parks and Recreation Department at 423-744-2704.

A ribbon cutting was celebrated recently for new Chamber
member, Alex Foster-Local 3 News Marketing Specialist,
located in surrounding areas. Chamber friends joining the
celebration and pictured here left to right are: Stephanie
Devine (WYXI Radio), State Representative Mark Coch-
ran, Paul Semenoff (Chamber Diplomat), Alex Foster
(Local 3 News), Jessica Casteel, Traci White (Chamber
Diplomat/Board), Stacey Hester (Chamber Diplomat), Back:
Rob Preston (Chamber President/CEO), Garrett Frye, with
Congressman Chuck Fleischmann’s Office, Brett King
(Chamber Diplomat), Hugh Willson (Chamber Diplomat)
Michael Itson, Darren Casteel.

ARROWQUIP

1.

ARROWLOCK 55 [l §

NOW STARTING AT

— Sy

Prices listed are for base models
and do not include add-ons.

ARROWLOCK 75
NOW STARTING AT

(423) 745-1302 | DooleyTractorCompany.com
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The Morning Fax

Today’s News. This Morning.

McMinn County Arrest Reports

12-18-25

Aaron Wagner, 38 of Etowah, charged with violation of
probation for fentanyl, Bond $3,035.90.

Philip McIntyre, 36 of Athens, charged with state viola-
tion of probation for burglary and theft.

Melissa Johnson, 40 of Etowah, charged with violation of
probation for two counts of possession of fentanyl, Bond
$5,026.

John Barnes, 30 of Riceville, charged with aggravated
burglary, aggravated assault, and armed and dangerous
felonies, Bond $50,000

Daniel Velasquez, 28 of Cleveland, charged with aggra-
vated burglary, aggravated assault, and armed and danger-
ous felonies, Bond $300,000.

12-19-25

Andrew Williams, 58 of Englewood, charged with state vio-
lation of probation for possession of meth for resale.

John Kirkland, 45 of Athens, charged with state violation of
probation for theft, $10,000 to $60,000.

Alexander Barnett, 34 of Athens, charged with drug para-
phernalia, reckless endangerment with a firearm, aggravated
assault, possession and or carry of a weapon by a felon.

Tyler Johnson, 40 of Etowah, charged with DUI, and simple
possession and casual exchange.

Heath Langley, 33 of Athens, charged with criminal trespass-
ing, disorderly conduct, and public intoxication, Bond $4,500.

Gage Hayworth, 35 of Niota, charged with violation of pro-
bation for possession of meth and Schedule 4, Bond $3,802.

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Information gathered from Public Sources.

MOVING? RENOVATIONS?

Self Storage Units « Camper & RV ¢ Boat
SPACE AVAILABLE NOW!

County Rd. 126 ¢ Athens

423.744.7100

LET US BE YOUR PLACE FOR SPACE

NEED STOCKING STUFFERS?
HOSTESS GIFTS?

BOOKS FOR ALL AGES?

LADIES & GENTLEMEN FRAGRANCES?

WE HAVE AWARD-WINNING
GOURMET FOODS TOO

JEWELRY FROM:
PANDORA, KENDRA SCOTT,
ENEWTON, JULIE VOS,
BRIGHTON, & BRACKISH

Greeks Bearing Gifts

... The fine gift shop of Athens

WEEKLY HOURS:

MON & TUES 10AM - 7PM
WED., CHRISTMAS EVE 9AM - 2PM

MERRY CHRISTMASI

ENJOY TIME WITH FAMILY
AND FRIENDS

11 N. JACKSON ST.
DOWNTOWN

ON THE SQUARE
ATHENS
SHOPGREEKS.COM
(423) 745-2642
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https://www.athensstationstorage.com/
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Funeral Home

521 W. Madison Avenue » Athens, TN

423-745-3123

www.zieglerfuneralhome.com
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Obituaries

Ramon Sanchez Soto, 84, has passed away. In his spare time,
he worked with metal, creating and repairing things with his
hands. He also had a special gift for training horses. he was a
business owner of Mexi-Wing IV in Sweetwater, reflecting his
entrepreneurial spirit and commitment to provide for his family.
Visitation will be held Monday December 22, from 1:00 to 7:00
PM at Good Samaritan Funeral Home. Funeral Mass will be
held at St. Mary Catholic Church, Tuesday December 23, at 1:00
PM. Grave side service will follow in Cedar Grove Cemetery.
Following the burial, all are invited for food and drink at 1724
County Road 560 in Athens. Good Samaritan Funeral Home is
in charge of arrangements.

Janice Lynne Masingale, 71 of Englewood, passed away on
Thursday, December 18. Janice retired from the Athens Ultility
Board, where she served faithfully in customer service and was
known for her kindness and dedication. A Funeral Service will
be held on Monday, December 22 at 1:00pm at Liberty Hill
Church of Christ in Englewood. A Visitation will be held prior
from 11:00am - 1:00pm. Companion Funeral Home of Athens,
TN and the Cody family are honored to assist
the Masingale family during this time.

Justin Wade Robinson, 30, of Riceville, passed away on Mon-
day, December 15. He worked in the mechanical industry, where
his skill, dedication, and passion for building truly shined. Justin
found joy in riding motorcycles, especially alongside his parents
and friends, and also enjoyed landscaping and camping. Justin
had a way of lighting up a room with his smile and presence. He
was known for his generosity and kind spirit, always willing to
help others and give whatever he could. With a heart of gold,
Justin leaves behind a legacy of love, kindness, and devotion to
family. He will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him.
A Visitation will be held at Companion Funeral Home of Athens
on Monday, December 22 from 4:00 - 8:00. Companion Funeral
Home of Athens and the Cody family are honored to assist the
family with these arrangements.

We encourage you to e-mail community
events, church news, sports results or other
items of interest for possible use in the
Morning Fax. If you take a newsworthy photo-
graph, send it to: wyxiradio@gmail.com
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P WITH HIS LOVE, HOPE,
R AND PEACE!

GODSONGMINISTRIES.COM

UP TO 50% OFF
Only in December

Classes to b ior

grchase 5 classes and get 5 for free!!

rossfit.com
rossfit.com
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