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» Air Conditioner Concrete Pads
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¢ Water Trough Concrete Pads

* Concrete Feed & Water Troughs

» Distribution Boxes for Septic
Pump Systems Okay:to distribute
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PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT STEPHANIE SWAFFORD

The United Way of
McMinn & Meigs County
presented their Annual

OF McMINN & MEIGS COUN
Award Ceremony on Thurs- LhE®

: \\ 1/
day. Award winners were 753,000
recognized for their leader- 600,000
ship and service to the com- 500,000
munity and honored with go0/000
plaques adorned with their 292,000
200,000

recognition. The award
. 100,000
ceremony is an annual oc-
currence and is a time-
honored tradition in Meigs

and McMinn Counties to

(Left to Right) Larae Graves with Bowater Credit Union, Spirit of the Com-
munity Award; Michelle Crafton, Dick Dyer Community Service Award,

Todd Farrell, Meigs County Volunteer of the Year Award; Alicia Rose, o ) l-' VE u N ITE
United Way CEO/President; Pam Purdue, Joseph T Frye Award; Nick Brake- Alicia Rose, President/CEO

bill, James H Willson Award and Campaign Chair Award. Not pictured Joyce | of United Way of McMinn & Meigs County announced that
and Frank Snyder, President’s Council Co-Chair Award, and Robin Rollins, | they exceeded their fund raising goal of $750,000 and over

Campaign Chair Award recipient. More pictures from ceremony on Page 6. | ¢75 3,000 was actually raised as shown on the thermometer.
Photos by Stephanie Devine Morning Fax Staff

give back to individuals that
stand out in the community.

OSMENT FLOORING !Ag,ﬂlﬂg

“'Lai
(423) 252-0316

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE We offer same day & next day delivery!

Drastically Reduced pricing on LVP Flooring to * 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys
make room for our NEW TOP QUALITY CABINETS!! « 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks

Carpet starting at .69/sq.ft. e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe
Linoleum starting at .89/sq.ft.
* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

e Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping

Goodlife Checking: Now with

Small batch flooring as low as $15/box!!! Financial Wellness Benefits

Ask about our “Match & Beat ANY Price” Policy

423-507-9487 If it's not listed,

2412 Congress Pkwy South, Athens 423-744-0121 call us! - Estate Planning
» Legacy and Will Planning
- Power of Attorney Guidance

= And much more!

™

FAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED

DYNASTY

Madisonville « Tellico Plains « Sweetwater « Vonore « Hwy 68

X Loudon « Athens « Maryville « Ducktown « McCaysville, GA
« Pool and Spa Chemicals

-we do WATER TESTING #
« Everything you need!

www.PBET.bank FBIC

Insurance products are Not a Deposit, Not FDIC Insured, Not insured by any federal government agency, and Not guaranteed by the
bank. Subject to additional terms and conditions. $100 minimum deposit required to open account. $5.50 monthly service charge
applies. Contact a customer service representative for account opening guidelines and schedule of fees for complete details.
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http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
https://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61582325026954
http://www.dynastyspasstore.com/
http://www.pbet.bank/

{Vow Leadership. Integrity. Service
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EARLY VOTING APRIL 15" -
ELECTION DAY MAY 5%, 2026
for MCMINN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT CLERK
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Athens, Tennessee

ACT Announces Auditions for ‘Steel Magnolias’

Athens Community Theatre will hold one
night of auditions for Steel Magnolias on
Tuesday, Feb. 24, at 6 p.m. at The Arts
Center. The production, directed by G.
" David Brown, is part of ACT’s Mainstage
Series and will run April 17-26 in the Sue
E. Trotter Black Box Theater.

The director is seeking six women, ages 18 and older, with roles
ranging from characters in their 20s to 60s and beyond. Those audi-
tioning should be prepared to read from the script and take simple
direction. Callbacks will be held Wednesday, Feb. 25. Anyone
unable to attend Tuesday’s audition should contact the director or
The Arts Center about attending callbacks.

All who are interested in performing or helping with the production
are encouraged to attend auditions and should bring their work,
school and family schedules covering Feb. 25 through April 26.

Set in Truvy’s beauty salon in Chinquapin, Louisiana, Steel Mag-
nolias centers on a close-knit group of women whose humor,
friendship and resilience carry them through life’s joys and heart-
breaks. ACT tickets typically range from $15 to $25, and patrons
are encouraged to purchase early as performances often sell out.

Community News You Can Use

e The City of Athens Public Works Department has
announced a temporary street closure on Hill Street
from Washington Avenue to Hornsby Street. The
closure will be in effect daily from 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. beginning Monday, Feb. 23, 2026, through
Friday, Feb. 27, 2026, to allow for fire service tap
installation. Detours will be posted. Motorists are
urged to use caution, watch for signage, workers
and pedestrians, and allow extra travel time in the
area. For more information, contact the Public
Works Department at 423-744-2745.

e The Athens City Council and the Athens City
School Board of Education will hold a joint meet-
ing on Monday, February 23, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. at
the Athens City School Administration Building,
943 Crestway Drive, Athens. This is an open public
meeting for discussion only. No formal action will
be taken.

- MEDIC

RECIONALBL00D CENTER
Getma
Lifesaving State

-
Hoodies are
available for

g donors from
Feb. 23 - 27.

No appointment
required.

Sizing is first-come,
first-served.
While supplies last.

GET YOUR CABINETS TODAY!

builders supply..
100 Decatur Pike, Athens
(423) 745-4704

»»



https://www.hiwassee.com/cabinets
http://www.medicblood.org/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1F7Sh2QwFj/
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2026 FESTIVAL SEASON

gs\, |

Athens, TN

Saturday, June 6th - Cole Sitzlar
Saturday, June 13th - September Song
Saturday, July 4th - Mendingwall
7:00 PM Before the Fireworks at Regional Park!
Saturday, July 18th - Dexter Thomas Band
Saturday, August 8th - Scenic City Sound
Saturday, August 15th- Confederate Railroad

PUMPKINTOWN

@FRIENDLYCITYFESTIVALS ON FACEBOOK &

INSTAGRAM
FRIENDLYCITYFESTIVALS.COM



https://friendlycityfestivals.com/

Church News & Events

e Lane’s Chapel A.M.E. Zion Church in Niota will host its An-
nual Black History Tea on Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026, at 4 p.m.
The event will feature a fashion show and performances of
spiritual songs as part of the celebration. Pastor Hugh Dixson
and the congregation invite the community to attend.

e The next Christian Men’s Prayer Breakfast, sponsored by
New Hope Methodist Church, will be held Thursday, March
5, at 8 a.m. at Maddi Mae's Cafe in downtown Athens. This
ecumenical gathering is open to all men of the Christian faith,
regardless of church affiliation, as well as those seeking to
establish a relationship with Jesus. For more information,
contact Marcus Guinn at marcusguinn@gmail.com or 423-
507-7769.

e Athens Lutheran Church, located at 710 Forrest Ave., invites
the community to attend Lenten Worship services on
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. through April 1. A potluck fellowship
meal will be held each week at 6 p.m. prior to the service.
The congregation welcomes all who wish to observe the
Lenten season of repentance and reflection. More information
is available at athenslutheranchurch.org.

e St. Mary’s Legacy Clinic offers free mobile medical

care for the uninsured. Anyone who is medically unin-
sured is eligible to receive care. St. Mary’s Catholic
Church (1291 E Madison Ave, Athens) is the McMinn
County location and accepts patients every 3rd Thurs-
day of the month.

e Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?
Clearwater Baptist Church (964 County Road 180, Ath-
ens) is starting a new session of GriefShare helping
those grieving find hope, comfort, and guidance. There
is an ongoing (in 13wk rotations) grief support group
that you can join at any time and is open to the commu-
nity. For more info or sign up visit:

clearwaterbe.org/grief-share

e Celebrate Recovery meets every Tuesday at 6:00pm at
Woodward Ave. Church of God in Athens They also
meet every Thursday at 6:00pm at Watts Bar Commu-
nity Church in Decatur.

FIVE LOAVES
Food THiri

Community Food
Distribution and Service

5:00 PM

last Sunday of every month

3 meals provided per family
Extra canned goods for children

Lirst Come, Firnst Served

First Baptist Church of Niota
6 E. Main Street, Niota, TN 37826

MAGIC AND OLD

HOLLYWOOD VIBES

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 27™ AT 7:30PM
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 28™ AT IPM, 4PM & 7:30PM

AT MCMINN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOI



http://www.athenslutheranchurch.org
https://www.smlcares.com/
http://www.clearwaterbc.org/grief-share
https://www.facebook.com/celebraterecovery
https://www.facebook.com/WCOGCELEBRATERECOVERY
https://www.facebook.com/crmeigscounty
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://secure.rec1.com/TN/athens-tn/catalog

SUNAY [UNCH

Start your Sunday off right with our delicious and decadent
Sunday Lunch on the TN Wesleyan Campus! Join us for a wide
variety of lunch classics and new favorites to satisfy your
cravings. Served all you care to eat style!
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athenscity:

Date: Every Sunday

“When school is in session.”

Time: 11am-1:30pm

Location: Sherman Dining Hall

204 E College Street, Athens TN 37303

Scan and select the

; upcoming Sunday
sy~ from the lunch meal

CEfiat e period.

N\

g FEBRUARY 26 - 5-7PM
ATHENS CITY PRIMARY
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March Programs in McMinn County Focus on Health, Caregiving and Community Connection

A variety of free educational and wellness programs will be offered in March and early April through UT Extension- McMinn, giv-
ing residents opportunities to improve physical health, strengthen brain function and support family caregivers.

The Arthritis Foundation Exercise Program will meet March 2-25 on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. at First Bap-
tist Church, 305 Ingleside Ave., Athens. Designed specifically for individuals with arthritis, the class accommodates pain and limited
mobility while teaching joint protection and proper body mechanics. Arthritis affects an estimated 70 million Americans, including 1
in 3 adults in Tennessee. Immediately afterward, WITS Workout will be held from 11 to 11:30 a.m. at the same location. This inter-
active brain health program features activities aimed at strengthening memory, focus and recall. Registration for both programs is
required by calling 423-745-2852.

Grandparents can attend the Grandparent Club on March 4 from 1 to 2 p.m. at the McMinn County Higher Education Center, 2345
Denso Drive. The free session will include refreshments and a presentation on personal health, along with activities designed to pro-
mote connection and wellness.

Family & Community Education Clubs continue meeting monthly across the county. In March, Extension Agent Sarah Kite will
present “Care for the Caregiver,” focusing on stress management and practical self-care strategies. The clubs, formerly known as
Home Demonstration Clubs and Extension Homemakers, have served Tennessee communities for more than 75 years through re-
search-based education.

Youth Mental Health First Aid certification training will be offered April 1 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the McMinn County Higher
Education Center. The class, limited to 20 grandparents, teaches participants how to recognize and respond to teens facing mental
health or substance use challenges. Valued at $170, the course is free thanks to funding from the Woods Memorial Grant. Lunch and
materials are provided. Registration is available at meminn.tennessee.edu. For more information, contact UT Extension-McMinn at
423-745-2852.

AMANDA CARR

Women’s Conference %“"'g//w

March 7, 2026
10:00am-2:00pm

HOWARD

FOR

CIRCUIT COURT
CLERK

Join us for a powerful time of
testimony, uplifting music, and
delicious food as women come

together to share, grow and
celebrate faith and sisterhood.

csEXPERIENCED
e HONEST

e HARDWORKING

cCOMMITTED

Guest Speakers: Stephanie Dunn
Brittany Duggan
Singer: Cayci Leamon

Union McMinn Baptist
Church
314 County Road 316
Niota TN 37826

TO GET THE
JOB DONE!

PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE



http://www.athenscityschools.net/
https://www.facebook.com/twudine/
https://mcminn.tennessee.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/share/189nwtyvcJ/
https://www.facebook.com/unionmcminnbaptist
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Annual United Way Award Ceremony Photos
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753,000
600,000
500,000
400,000
300,000

Alicia Rose presenting the Spirit of Alicita Rose presenting the President’s Council Co[ | Alicia Rose presenting the Outstanding Service
-Chair Award to Joyce Snyder. Frank Snyder, noff | 314 Dedication Award to Blake McCaslin who

the Community Award to Larae
Graves of Bowater Credit Union. pictured, was also a recipient of this award. served as Chairman of the Board.

IAlicia Rose presenting the] licia Rose presenting for Paige Zabo the James H Willson

Joseph T. Frye Award to Pam| ward to Nick Brakebill. Nick also received an award for out-

Purdue. standing service and dedication as Campaign Chair along with
obin Rollins not pictured.

Dick Dyer

Jordan Campbell presenting the Meigs County Steve  McCaslin  presenting |
Volunteer of the year Award to Todd Farrell. Community Service Award to Michelle Crafton.




Smith Funeral & Cremation Servicey of Atheny

“59 Years of Dedicated Service”

Jerry E. Smith, LFD, 1010 S. White Street e Athens

A Complete Funeral Home, Chapel & Visitation Rooms

A caring staff of professional, licensed directors ® Only the best quality funeral supplies ®
Made in the U.S.A. ® Any type of service you desire ® We serve all faiths. ¢
We offer pre-planning service ® Competitive pricing ® Locally owned & operated.

McMinn County Arrest Reports

February 18. 2026

Robin Teague, 56 of Athens, charged with DUI and drug
paraphernalia, Bond $2,000.

Michael Brakebill, 47 of Niota, charged with child sup-
port, Bond $1,500.

Megan Ellison, 38 of Etowah, charged with child sup-
port, Bond $5,000.

Kelvin Wells, 30 of Riceville, charged with assault, viola-
tion of probation, failure to appear for assault on a first
responder, vandalism, and attempted escape, Bond

$24,500.

Thomas Ricard, 50 of Sweetwater, charged with aggra-
vated assault, Bond $60,000.

Those accused are considered innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law. Information
gathered from Public Sources.

On This Day in History

1839 - U.S. Congress made dueling in Washington, D.C.,
a felony punishable by up to 10 years of hard labor. The tipping
point for the bill had come in 1838: Kentucky Rep. William
Graves and Maine Rep. Jonathan Cilley had dueled, which had
led to Cilley's death by Grave's hand.

1872 - The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City
opened to the public.

1902 - Ansel land-
scape photographers of the 20th century, was born in San Fran-

Adams, one of the foremost

cisco.

1929 - U.S. Congress formally accepted the deeds of cession of
eastern Samoa, forming American Samoa.

1962 - John H. Glenn, Jr. became the first American to or-
bit Earth, doing so three times. He was the oldest of seven astro-
nauts selected by NASA for Project Mercury spaceflight train-

1986 - The Soviet Union launched the core
module of the space station Mir, which re-
mained active as a space laboratory for more
than 14 years.

ing and later served as a U.S. senator.
l (X J |

GoComics

WANTING TO SWITCH BANKS?

It’s easier than you think!

Switching to CNB is simple, rewarding and stress-free. Our team is here to
support you every step of the way, making the transition smooth while
helping you enjoy benefits from day one.

MAKE THE SWITCH!

WE CAN HELP.

ATIZENS
[ONAL
ANK

MEINMREN FRC

1305 Decatur Pike, Athens
423-381-8270
CNBTN.com



https://www.britannica.com/topic/duel
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