
Federal investigators say an Athens woman allegedly laundered more than $2.3 million as part of an online ro-

mance scam that also defrauded a Minnesota nonprofit of approximately $2.6 million. 

According to the FBI, Linda Winder was used as a “money mule” by an individual she knew as “Joe Milano,” 

transferring large sums of money through bank accounts and cryptocurrency transactions between 2021 and 2023. 

Authorities say much of the stolen money originated from a business email compromise scheme targeting a non-

profit that provides transportation and home-based services to individuals with disabilities. 

Investigators allege Winder moved funds through multiple financial institutions, including Wells Fargo and ORNL 

Federal Credit Union accounts, before converting large portions into cryptocurrency through a Coinbase account 

and bitcoin kiosks. Officials say she also withdrew significant amounts of cash and conducted numerous transac-

tions under false descriptions to conceal the source of the funds. 

The activity was uncovered after a family member found receipts tied to Bitcoin deposits totaling more than 

$160,000 and alerted authorities. The FBI says Winder had also taken out personal loans and sent tens of thousands 

of dollars of her own money to the individual as part of the scheme. 

Federal agents have since frozen and seized hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in cryptocurrency, with legal action 

ongoing to recover additional funds tied to the alleged 

fraud. Source: The Chattanoogan 
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 ●Monday -  @ Decatur Meigs HS (in front of the Baker Dome) 5 - 8  
●Tue - @ Madisonville Wil Sav 10:30 - 2                                             

●Wed - @ Etowah Across from Johnsons-10:30 - 2                    
●Thu - @ Athens Family Dollar  10:30 - 2  

●Fri - @ Sweetwater Little Drugs-10:30 - 2:30                      
●Sat -  @ Holt Farm Barn Sale @ The Grain Bin,                   

5209 Holt Rd Sweetwater 10 - 2:30ish  

FBI: Athens Woman Accused of Laundering Millions in Romance Scam Case 

http://www.farrellscabinets.com/
https://www.facebook.com/share/17H3c7f5N9/
https://www.chattanoogan.com/2026/4/3/516912/FBI-Says-Athens-Tn.-Widow-Money.aspx
http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
http://www.tvfcu.com/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
https://www.facebook.com/allthingsexterior.net/
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq
http://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq
http://www.facebook.com/2dudesbbq


An investigation by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 

and the Meigs County Sheriff’s Office has led to the arrest of 

a Decatur man in connection with a fatal shooting over the 

weekend. 

Authorities say the incident occurred Saturday evening at a 

residence in the 400 block of Shiloh Road. Deputies respond-

ing to the scene and found Jeffery Kendall Barton, 57, suffer-

ing from an apparent gunshot wound. He was transported to a  

hospital, where he was later pronounced dead. 

At the request of 9th Judicial District Attorney General Rus-

sell Johnson, TBI agents joined the investigation. Officials 

identified Tyler Steven Meadows, 31, as the suspect in the 

case. 

Meadows was arrested and charged with second-degree mur-

der and booked into the Meigs County Jail. 

Authorities emphasized that the charge is an accusation, and 

Meadows is presumed innocent unless proven guilty in a 

court of law. Source: TBINewsroom.com 

Decatur Man Arrested in Meigs County 

Shooting Death 

 The City of Athens Public Works Department announces 

that paving and milling work on Dennis Street—from 

Decatur Pike to Congress Parkway—will begin Monday, 

April 6, and continue for about one week, weather per-

mitting. Work will take place daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., 

with Dennis Street closed to thru traffic in three phases 

affecting access near Walmart, Layman Road, and Con-

gress Parkway. Some business entrances will be tempo-

rarily impacted, but alternate access will be available. 

For more information, call 423-744-2745. 

 The Athens Municipal-Regional Planning Commission 

will meet today, April 6, at 12pm in the conference room 

(assuming a quorum). Agenda items include approval of 

previous meeting minutes and continued discussion on a 

proposed historic preservation overlay in the downtown 

business district. New business includes review of a pre-

liminary subdivision plat on East Madison Avenue and a 

proposed zoning amendment addressing parking require-

ments for drive-through oil change facilities. 

Community News You Can Use 
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https://tbinewsroom.com/2026/04/05/decatur-man-arrested-charged-in-meigs-county-homicide/
https://www.hiwassee.com/cabinets
https://bowaterecu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/joe.guy.9
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McMinn County Arrest Reports 
April 02, 2026 

Reginald Fletcher, 45 of Schriever, LA, charged with 

simple possession casual exchange of schedule six, 

Bond $6000. 

Edward Fletcher, 43 of Thibodaux, LA, charged with 

driving on a suspended license, simple possession cas-

ual exchange of schedule 6, Bond $9,000. 

Roy Hope, 26, charged with failure to appear in Pickett 

County. 

Randall Collins, 33 of Athens, charged with evading 

arrest, reckless driving, and reckless endangerment. 

James Hester, 82 of Athens, charged with DUI and vio-

lation of the open container law, Bond $2,000. 

April 03, 2026 

Cody Richeson, 35 of Chattanooga, charged with theft of 

property, simple possession casual exchange of schedule 2, 

and drug paraphernalia, Bond $24,000. 

Deontay Watson, 24 of McMinn County, charged with 

state violation of probation. 

Mandy Kane, 46, of Etowah, charged with state violation 

of probation, Bond $1,000. 

William Luke, 50 of Old Fort, TN charged with evading 

arrest, reckless endangerment with a deadly weapon, casual 

exchange possession of meth, drug paraphernalia, simple 

possession casual exchange of marijuana, Bond $28,000. 

Steve Borden, 51 of Athens, charged with schedule 6, and 

disorderly conduct, Bond $1,500.  

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. 

Information gathered using public sources. 

http://www.facebook.com/WYXIam1390
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
http://www.dynastyspasstore.com/
https://www.fcma.com/loans?utm_source=2025+Operating+Creative&utm_medium=Operating+Loans+OLA&utm_campaign=2025+Daily+Fax+Ad+Athens&utm_id=Operating+Loans&utm_content=Operating+Loans
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McMinn County Arrest Reports 
April 05, 2026 

Cody Williams, 35 of Athens, charged with driving on a 

revoked license, Bond $2,000. 

Ashlyn Ponthier, 29 of Athens, charged with violation 

of probation for possession of paraphernalia, and failure 

to appear, Bond $929. 

Thomas Carruthers, 29 of Spring City, charged with 

violation of probation for possession of paraphernalia, 

Bond $2,219.45. 

Ethan Rutland, 36 of Athens, charged with public in-

toxication, Bond $500. 

Dylan Johnson, 21 of Etowah, charged with violation of 

probation and simple possession casual exchange of 

schedule 6, Bond $2,688.90. 

Zachary Lane, 22 of Athens, charged with do-

mestic assault. Bond $1,000. 

Stephanie Evans, 41 of Knoxville, charged with 

violation of probation for shoplifting, Bond 

$781.45. 

Jeremy Bennett, 33 of Loudon, charged with 

state violation of probation. 

Cheryl Rummel, 48 and Niota, charged with state 

violation of probation for possession of meth. 

Andres Lopez, 34 of Athens, charged with DUI, 

and driving without a license, Bond $1,500. 

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. 

Information gathered using public sources. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/1Aks6S1Nzm/
https://www.etowahhousingtn.org/
http://www.tsalinotch.com/


Karen Ann (Nelson) Brown, 89, passed away on Tuesday, March 31. She worked 

at the Social Security SSI department for 30 years. A private family memorial will 

be held at a later date. Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrange-

ments. 

Nancy Jane Rashotte, 87, of Decatur, passed away on Monday, March 2. As a 

gifted poet and published author, Nancy was most proud of being one of Jehovah's 

witnesses since 1972. A Memorial Service will be held in her remembrance on 

Saturday, April 25 at 3:00 pm at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses in 

Cleveland. Companion Funeral Home & Cremation Service is in charge of arrange-

ments.  

Kayla Renee Johnson passed away on Wednesday, March 29. She was a power-

house on both the softball field and the basketball court. A Celebration of Life will 

be held on Saturday, April 25 at 1:00 PM at Crossroads Baptist Church in Sweet-

water. Companion Funeral Home & Cremation Service is in charge of arrange-

ments.  

Gary Dwight Vincent, 76 of Athens, passed away on Thursday, April 2. He once 

owned and operated a deli, where he shared his love of cooking, and later owned a 

real estate business for many years. Gary was a member of Zion Hill Baptist 

Church. In accordance with Gary's wishes, a private family memorial will be held 

at a later date. Companion Funeral Home of Athens is honored to assist the family 

during this time.  

Jimmy Donald Weir, 82 of Athens, passed away on Wednesday, April 1. He was 

a farmer and a member of Mt. Verd Baptist Church.  Funeral services were held 

over the weekend with interment at Valley Road Baptist Church Cemetery.   Lay-

cock-Hobbs Funeral Home, Athens, Tenn. in charge of arrangements.  

Harold "Jeff" Jeffrey Dixon, 59, of Calhoun passed away on Wednesday, April 

1. He was an avid outdoorsman and skilled trapper, founding his own business, 

Allied Wildlife Management, where he was a licensed professional. A graveside 

service will be held on Tuesday, April 7 at 2:00pm at Calhoun Community Ceme-

tery with Pastor Mike Allen officiating the service. Companion Funeral Home and 

the Cody family are honored to assist the family during this time. 

Lonnie Gene Houghton, 80 of Englewood, passed away on Wednesday, April 1. 

After leaving the U.S. Navy, he obtained his HVAC certification, graduated from 

West Virginia Tech and later gained his electrician's license. There will be a Cele-

bration of Life Service in the Chapel of Companion Funeral Home in Athens on 

Monday, April 6 at 4 PM. The family will receive guests for visitation from 3-4 

PM. Burial will follow at Hiwassee Memorial Gardens in Charleston. The U.S. 

Navy will provide military honors. Companion Funeral Home are honored to assist 

the family during this time. 

Mark Edward Levesque, 63, passed away on Saturday, March 14. The family 

will have a private memorial at a later date. Companion Funeral Home of Athens is 

honored to assist the family with these arrangements. 

Mary Helen Axley McMillan, 82 of Athens, passed away on Friday, April 3. She 

retired from Goins Creations and was a member of Highway To Heaven Church. 

Funeral services will be 12:30 P.M. Thursday April 9 in the Chapel of Laycock-

Hobbs Funeral Home. Interment will follow in McMinn Memory Gardens. The 

family will receive friends from 11:30 - 12:30 pm prior to the service at the funeral 

home. Laycock-Hobbs Funeral Home, Athens is in charge of arrangements.  

Obituaries 
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Co mpassionate          
Serv ice  in  Your 
Time of Need 

I 
n times of grief, making difficult decisions about 
how best to honor the memory of someone so    
important can be overwhelming. We are here to 

help with complete, professional and compassionate 
funeral planning services to meet your needs and 
respectfully celebrate the life and legacy of your 
loved one. 

http://www.zieglerfuneralhome.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61582325026954

