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Friday, April 10 

Congress Parkway North 

The Athens Utilities Board has re-

leased its annual Water Quality Report 

for 2025, detailing the sources, treat-

ment, and testing of the community’s 

drinking water. 

According to the report, AUB’s water 

met or exceeded all state and federal 

standards during the year. Officials say testing is con-

ducted year-round at water sources, the treatment plant, 

throughout the distribution system, and at select homes 

and businesses to ensure safety and reliability. 

AUB’s water supply comes from Ingleside Spring and 

wells drawing from an aquifer near Oostanaula Creek, 

with additional treated water provided by the Hiwassee 

Utilities Commission from the Hiwassee River. 

The report is available online, and printed copies can be 

picked up at AUB’s office on New Englewood Road or 

requested by phone. Source: Amy McDonald, AUB 

Community News You Can Use 

 The McMinn County Historical Society & Archives will 

hold its next meeting on Sunday, April 12, at 2 p.m. in the 

Blue Room of the courthouse in Athens. Guest speaker, 

Linda Espinoza Edmonds, will present a program titled 

“Athens TN – A Destination for Genealogy Research: 

Using Resources of Family Search and Full Text Search.” 

The presentation will highlight tools and resources avail-

able for those interested in tracing family history. The 

event is open to the public. For more information, visit 

mcminntnhistorical.org  or call 423-744-3911. 

 Grace Johnson, with the Better Living Center, will host a 

hands-on gardening workshop on Sunday, April 12, from 

2 to 5 p.m. at 235 Delay St. in Athens. The event will fea-

ture interactive learning, opportunities to share gardening 

experiences, and tips for participants of all skill levels. All 

are welcome to attend. 

 The Athens City Schools Board of Education will hold 

their monthly board meeting on Monday, April 13th at 

5:30pm at the ACS Administration building. The draft 

agenda can be viewed on their website. 

AUB Releases 2025 Water Quality Report 

http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
http://www.osmentflooring.com/
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.tvfcu.com/
http://www.dynastyspasstore.com/
https://www.facebook.com/twudine/
https://www.mcminntnhistorical.org/
https://www.athenscityschools.net/page/board-meeting-scheduleagendasminutespackets
https://www.facebook.com/share/17H3c7f5N9/


The Athens Police Department is warning residents about an ongoing scam 

involving fraudulent text messages that could lead to significant financial 

losses. 

In a social media post Monday night, officials said the messages may appear 

official but often contain clear signs of fraud, including incorrect state seals, 

grammatical errors, and inaccurate addresses. Police urge anyone receiving 

suspicious texts not to respond or send money, but instead contact local law 

enforcement to verify legitimacy. 

Authorities emphasized that the department will never send text messages 

from personal or unknown numbers demanding payment. Department-issued 

phones will display a local (423) area code, and officers only use text com-

munication for limited purposes such as returning calls or providing case up-

dates. 

Officials added that officers will never request payment or discuss fines via 

text message. 

Anyone with questions or concerns is encouraged to contact Detective Blake 

Witt at 423-744-2730. Police also urge residents to remain vigilant and share 

the warning to help protect others in the community. 

Source: City of Athens - Facebook 
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Athens Police Warn of Ongoing Text Message Scam 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1PgHPAV5hL/
http://www.hiwassee.com/cabinets
https://www.southeastbank.com/checking-choice-bonus/?utm_source=print&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=choose_checking_bonus&utm_content=morning_fax_email_newsletter
https://ci.ovationtix.com/36008/production/1246873?promo=blush
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Sheriff to Present on Cherokee Leader at 

Gems of the Past Lecture  

The Athens Area Council for the Arts 

will close its 2025–26 House Blend 

Concert Series with Evening with the 

Stars on Friday, May 8 at 7 p.m. at 

The Arts Center. 

Directed by Andrew Kimball, the 

annual showcase highlights regional 

talent of all kinds, including singing, 

dancing, acting, and more. Auditions will be held Thursday, 

April 30 at 6 p.m. at The Arts Center, with participants asked to 

come prepared to perform. A pianist will be available for ac-

companiment, and performers should bring sheet music if 

needed. 

The event has a long history of featuring emerging artists, in-

cluding performers such as EmiSunshine, Kinslee Melhorn, and 

Raegan Graves. Rehearsals will include support from the 

AACA house band, September Song. 

The performance will take place in the Sue E. Trotter Black Box 

Theater. Tickets for House Blend events typically range from 

$15 to $40, with some shows including food options. 

“Evening with the Stars” to Close Out 

House Blend Concert Series  

The Tennessee Overhill Heri-

tage Association will host a 

special edition of its Gems of 

the Past lecture series on 

Thursday, April 16, at the Gem 

Theater. 

McMinn County Sheriff Joe Guy will present a program on 

Dragging Canoe, a Cherokee war leader who resisted colo-

nial settlement in the late 1700s. Dragging Canoe led a 

breakaway group known as the Chickamauga Cherokee and 

played a significant role in conflicts along the Tennessee 

frontier. 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with the lecture beginning at 7 p.m. 

Organizers say the program will offer a straightforward look 

at a key historical figure who helped shape the region. 

The Tennessee Overhill Heritage Association serves 

McMinn, Monroe, and Polk counties by promoting local his-

tory, arts, and heritage tourism through community events 

and preservation efforts. Source: Tennessee Overhill 

https://wyxi.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=636252b40c95d8574e03fa423&id=ad761c73b4
https://www.facebook.com/share/1GcLZQ3v3Z/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1GcLZQ3v3Z/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CHDEJDrHf/
https://www.facebook.com/share/189nwtyvcJ/
http://www.paulbelcherconcerts.com/
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McMinn County Arrest Reports 

Thomas Fisher, 36 of Sweetwater, charged with 

violation of probation for shoplifting, Bond 

$1,159.44 

Mark Avella, 49 of Decatur, charged with casual 

exchange and possession of meth, driving on a re-

voked license, and drug paraphernalia. 

Shane Martinez, 31 of Athens, charged with do-

mestic assault, Bond $1,000 

Clarence Macon, 48 of Sweetwater, charged with 

violation of an order of protection, Bond $1,000 

Katie Buckner, 32 of Niota, charged with child 

support, Bond $3,065.12 

Michael Casteel, 42 of Athens, charged with 

state violation of probation for evading. 

Joshua Harper, 40 of Athens, charged with 

state violation of probation for two counts of 

burglary. 

Christopher Everett, 32, charged with driving 

without a license and resisting stop. 

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. 

Information gathered using public sources. 

April 06, 2026 

https://forms.gle/4Bf5PNp5MdbECp968
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
mailto:mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://www.etowahhousingtn.org/
https://post68tn.org/home/freedomrun/


 

“59 Years of Dedicated Service”                                                                                                                       
Jerry E. Smith, LFD, 1010 S. White Street ● Athens 

A Complete Funeral Home, Chapel & Visitation Rooms                                                               
A caring staff of professional, licensed directors  Only the best quality funeral supplies  

Made in the U.S.A.   Any type of service you desire  We serve all faiths.                   

We offer pre-planning service  Competitive pricing  Locally owned & operated. 
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Ralph Junior Moore, 73 of Ten Mile, passed away 

on Monday, April 6, Visitation will be held at 

Ziegler Funeral Home on Thursday, April 9 from 

12:00-2:00 PM. Funeral services will be held at 2:00 

PM at the funeral home. Interment will follow at 

Moore Cemetery in Decatur. Ziegler Funeral Home 

has been entrusted with the care of Ralph Junior 

Moore. 

Ann Carolyn Warf Thomas, 84 of Cumming, GA, 

passed away on Sunday, April 5. The family will re-

ceive friends from 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM, Thursday, 

April 9 in the chapel of Laycock-Hobbs Funeral 

Home. The funeral service will follow at 7:00 PM. A 

graveside service will be held 3:30 PM, Friday, April 

10 in Lexington City Cemetery, Lexington, KY. 

Laycock-Hobbs Funeral Home in charge of arrange-

ments. 

Wanda Victoria Joiner Atkins, 80 of McMinn County, 

passed away on Tuesday, April 7. Visitation will be held 

at Ziegler Funeral Home on Friday, April 10 from 12:00-

2:00 PM. Funeral services will be held at 2:00 PM at the 

funeral home. Interment will follow at New Bethel Bap-

tist Church Cemetery in Etowah. Ziegler Funeral Home 

has been entrusted with the care of Wanda Victoria Joiner 

Atkins. 

Hazel C. McCall, 101, of Athens, passed away on Mon-

day,  April 6 at U.T. Medical Center in Knoxville, She was 

a member of First Baptist Church of Athens, part of the 

"card ladies" in multiple women's social clubs, and an ac-

tive volunteer for many organizations. A graveside service 

will be at 2 pm on Friday, April 10 at McMinn Memory 

Gardens. Active pallbearers will be family. The family will 

receive friends from 12:30-1:30 pm on Friday before the 

service at Laycock-Hobbs Funeral Home. Laycock-Hobbs 

Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements. 

Obituaries 

https://smithfuneralandcremationservicesofathens.com/
http://www.cnbtn.com/

