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30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Stretch Your Tax Refund TODAY!

LVP starting at $1.29/sq.ft.
Carpet starting at .69/sq.ft.

MR. Gutter

Specialize in gutter removal
and gutter installation.
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A familiar face in McMinn County Schools will take on a new leadership role this fall.

Director of Schools Melasawn Knight has announced the appointment of Jake Roberts as the next principal of

McMinn County High School, citing his experience, leadership and long-standing commitment to students and the
community.

Roberts, who joined the district in 2017, brings 15 years of experience in education to the position. He holds an
Education Specialist degree in instructional leadership from Lincoln Memorial University and previously served as
a teacher and coach at Sequoyah High School and Mt. Juliet Christian Academy.

During his tenure in McMinn County, Roberts has played a key role in supporting school administration, particu-
larly in areas of student attendance and discipline. School officials said his work has helped foster a structured and
positive learning environment. In addition to his academic leadership, Roberts has been active in athletics, serving
as an assistant football coach and, since 2022, as athletic director.

In that role, he has been credited with providing steady leadership and strengthening the school’s athletic programs, while building strong
relationships with students, staff and the broader community. Roberts and his wife, Shelby, live in McMinn County with their two children

and are actively involved in the community. School officials said that connection, combined with his professional experience, positions him
well to lead the school moving forward.

Roberts succeeds in leading McMinn County High School at a time
when district leaders say stability, student achievement and commu-
nity engagement remain top priorities. Officials expressed confidence
that his leadership will continue to build on the school’s progress. LT At il e Do

Source: Kylie Gentry, MCS eSat: Athens Tractor Show across from Dooley Tractor-
Congress Pkwy 10:30 - 2ish

oTue: Athens AgCentral Co-op 10 -2

N
FARRELL'S CUSTOM MCMINN VINYL SIDING WINDOWS
CABINETS & TOPS i b DOORS ‘ ROOFING
Custom Cabinet & Countertop We offer same day & next day delivery! E
Solutions for Every Space * 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys Thi n s x',
* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks e
931 County Road 172, Athens « 2'2 3 Chamber Pipe A\‘ g r'or
« 3" Schedule 40 Pipe BUFFY MICAH
PRI < s n Lids for ey Pumpi 423-435-8714  423-506-1249

farrellscabinets.com o 423-507-9487 Ifit's not listed,
423-744-0121 call us!

723 Congress Parkway S.Next to B J's Snack Bar.

WE HAVE 19 COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM. MOST ORDERS

. . READY WITHIN 24 HRS. WE OFFER PICK UP AND DELIVERY.
Let Traci help with

your 401K rollover.

Your One Stop Shop For All
Your Metal Roofing Needs!

Come See Us and Check Our Prices Betore Buying!

We Want To Earn Your Business! [E¥gesoce

A Traci White

Athens Branch Manager

1314 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303

423-634-8310

Federally insured by NCUA
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Rare Civil War-Era Document Donated to
Living Heritage Museum

A rare Civil War-era
' | document with local ties
has been added to the
collection at the McMinn
— County Living Heritage
Museum, thanks to a re-
cent donation from Larry
Eaton.

Eaton contributed the
original 1864 Oath of
Allegiance signed by his
ancestor, William Decker,
during last week’s Trash and Treasure Sale. The document was
used to restore Decker’s U.S. citizenship following his service in
the Confederacy.

Museum officials said the artifact is a rare and significant piece
of local Civil War history, offering a tangible connection to the
region’s past. They expressed appreciation to Eaton for entrust-
ing the museum with the preservation of the one-of-a-kind docu-
ment. Source: Brett King, Director, Living Heritage Museum

The McMinn County Commissioners will be
meeting in Regular Session in the Blue Room
of the McMinn County Courthouse in Athens
on Monday, May 11 at 6pm.

The City of Athens Public Works Department
will close Elizabeth Street from Highway 30 /
South White Street to Cedar Springs Road
from Monday, May 4 at 6:30 a.m. through Fri-
day, May 8 at 5:30 p.m. for utility work re-
lated to the new McMinn Health Department
building. The road will be closed to through
traffic, but local residents on Elizabeth, Char-
lotte, Brewer and Holt streets will still have
access to their homes. Motorists should expect
delays, follow posted detours and use caution
in the area.
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Athens Arts Council Opens Registration for Spring Classes, Programs

The Athens Area Council for the Arts has announced registration for a new slate of art classes and pro-
grams for youth and adults, with offerings ranging from pottery to live drawing sessions.

Among the featured programs is “The Studio,” a free monthly art club for ages 11 to 17 designed to bring
. together young artists in a collaborative environment. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 18,
from 3 to 4:30 p.m., with participants encouraged to register in advance for each session.

Several hands-on classes are also available, including Intermediate Pottery Wheel with instructor Patricia
Shook. The seven-week course, open to ages 16 and older who have completed a beginner class, will meet
Sundays from May 10 through June 21 from 1 to 3:30 p.m. The cost is $225 and includes all materials.

A Youth Pottery Wheel workshop for ages 10 to 14 will be held May 16 and 23 from 1 to 3:30 p.m. The beginner-friendly, two-day
class will cover basic wheel techniques and costs $60, with materials provided.

In addition, the council will host its monthly Live Drawing Studio session on Wednesday, May 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The ses-
sion is open to ages 16 and older and all experience levels, though no formal instruction will be provided. Participants should bring
their own drawing supplies; easels and boards will be available. The session is free, but a small cash contribution for the model is
encouraged.

Participants are asked to register at least three days prior to the start of each class. Registration and instructor information is available
online at athensartscouncil.org/classes. Registration may also be completed by phone at 423-745-8781 or in person at The Arts Cen-
ter to avoid online transaction fees.

The council also announced that past and current pottery students can now reserve studio time for $20 per month by registering over
the phone or in person.
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The Tennessee Board of Regents has unanimously appointed John M. Davis as the next presi-
dent of Cleveland State Community College following a special called meeting last week. Davis
is expected to assume his new role in June.

The appointment concludes a months-long search that began in December, when criteria for the
/ position were established. A search advisory committee made up of board members, faculty,
staff, students, alumni and community leaders reviewed candidates and selected finalists, who
participated in campus visits and public interviews. Flora W. Tydings, chancellor of the Board of
Regents, then reviewed feedback, consulted with the committee and conducted additional inter-
views before recommending Davis.

Davis has served as vice president of administrative services at Germanna Community College
since 2017 and has held administrative roles there since 2008. He earned a doctorate in educa-
tional policy, planning and leadership from the College of William and Mary, along with gradu-
ate and undergraduate degrees from Florida State University, and an associate degree from Gulf
Coast Community College. Prior to Germanna, he served as director of institutional research and strategic planning at Thomas Nel-
son Community College.

At Cleveland State, Davis will succeed former president Andy White, who resigned last fall, and Ray Brooks, who has been serving
as interim president.

“I would like to thank the Tennessee Board of Regents and Chancellor Tydings for this tremendous opportunity,” Davis said in a
statement. “Cleveland State is a very special place with tremendous potential, and I look forward to working with the faculty, staff
and the broader Cleveland community in moving the college forward in fulfillment of its mission.” Source: Holly Appleton, CSCC

RE-ELECT

DAN EVAN

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER

For the past 12 years | have put my 30+ years of construction experience to
use in maintaining 800 miles of roads and 127 bridges in McMinn County.

Specialized certifications that has saved McMinn Co. thousands of dollars in engineering fees.

 TDOT Asphalt Certified Inspector (ACI)
v Certified Public Administrator from the University of TN Institute for Public Service (COCTP)
/ TDOT Certified in Construction, Engineering and Inspection (CEl)

| Ihave represented McMinn County at the State and Federal Level
v Serving on the TN County Services Association Board of Directors
v Former President of Region 2, TN County Highway Officials Association

v Former Secretary of the State Board of Directors for the TN County Highway Officials Association
v Former President of the Technical Committee for the East TN Economic Development District PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE

I have the Experience and Education
that has delivered constant and reliable
results to the people of McMinn County,
. for the past 12 years!
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Why Vote Doug Bailey for Circuit Court Clerk?

* PROVEN LEADER

Real leadership managing people and operations

* CUSTOMER SERVICE FIRST
Respectful, responsive service for every citizen

ACCOUNTABILITY YOU CAN TRUST
Honest leadership. Responsible management.

MODERN, EFFICIENT OFFICE
Better systems. Faster service.

* READY TO LEAD DAY ONE
Leadership from the very first day

ElectDougBailey.com

READY TO LEAD DAY ONE!
M AY 5th 2 02 6 Paid for by the candidate.
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Cheryl
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NOW OPEN For all your

Flowers, Baskets, and

Vegetable Plants

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat. 9am-3pm

1/4 mile off Hwy. 30 between Athens & Etowah
259 County Road 608
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Old Federal Road to Be Featured in “Gems
of the Past” Lecture

McMinn County Arrest Reports

A historic route that once shaped travel and settlement
across the Southeast will be the focus of a local history
program Thursday, May 7, at the Gem Theater. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m., and the program begins at 7 p.m. The
event is part of the lead-up to the nation’s 250th anniver-
sary and is supported in part by TN250 and the Tennessee
Overhill Heritage Association.

Etowah native and author Jim Swayne will present on the
Old Federal Road, an early transportation route that played
a significant role in movement and development across the
Southeast, including the Overhill region. Drawing from his
research and published work, Swayne will trace the road’s
history, significance and lasting impact, with video footage
from locations along the route providing additional visual
context. The “Gems of the Past” series features talks from
local historians, authors and subject matter experts and is
open to the public.

For more information, contact the Tennessee Overhill
Heritage Association at (423) 263-7232.

Courtney Smith, 38 of Madisonville, charged with failure to appear
for possession of paraphernalia, Bond $32,000.

Roderick Wellendorf, 48 of Athens, charged with domestic assault,
aggravated cruelty to animals, and aggravated burglary.

Brian Armstrong, 48 of Etowah, charged with failure to appear for
simple possession of meth, and drug paraphernalia, unlawful carry
or possession of a weapon, violation of probation for possession of
marijuana, and driving on a suspended license second offense. Bond
$9,065.

Matthew Hanley, 31 of Athens, charged with DUI and violation of
implied consent.

Chloe Green, 20 of Riceville, charged with violation of probation
for possession of fentanyl and drug paraphernalia, Bond $4,290.

Joshua Pitkey, 36 of Wild Salmon, Washington, charged with
bringing contraband into a penal facility, driving on a revoked li-
cense, and failure to have insurance.
Those accused are considered innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.
Information gathered using public sources.
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how best to honor the memory of someone so
important can be overwhelming. We are here to
help with complete, professional and compassionate
funeral planning services to meet your needs and
respectfully celebrate the life and legacy of your

I n times of grief, making difficult decisions about

Ziegler

Faneral Home

521 W. Madison Avenue » Athens, TN

423-745-3123
www.zieglerfuneralhome.com
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Obituaries

Margaret Harrietta Chapman Roberts, 95, passed away on
Wednesday, April 29. Harrietta was an esteemed educator, serv-
ing many years as the Attendance Supervisor, Federal Director,
and Chapter 1 Supervisor for the Meigs County Board of Educa-
tion. She was a charter member of the Decatur Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church. A graveside service was held on Friday, May 1
in the Meigs County Memorial Gardens. Decatur Funeral Home
& Cremation Services is honored to serve the Roberts family.

Brian Hembree, 38, passed away on Wednesday, April 29.
Memorial services will be held at 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 5 in
the chapel of Bordwine Funeral Home. The family will receive
friends from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Tuesday prior to the service.
Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrangements.

Lucy Johnson, 83 of Englewood, passed away Saturday, May 2.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 6 in
the chapel of Bordwine Funeral Home. The family will receive
friends from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., Wednesday prior to the
service. Interment will follow the service at Green Hill Ceme-
tery. Bordwine Funeral Home of Etowah is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Nancy Jane “Nan” Zipp Flowers, 82, passed
away on Wednesday, April 29. Nancy was a
proud Gold Star Wife in honor of her late hus-
band, Lawrence. She was a retired CPA account-
ant who enjoyed traveling abroad and even bicy-
cled across Texas. The family will receive friends
at Companion Funeral Home on Saturday, May 9
from 1 pm - 3 pm, followed by a Celebration of
Life service beginning at 3 pm. A graveside ser-
vice will be held on Monday, May 11 at 1 pm at
the committal shelter of Chattanooga National
Cemetery, with interment to immediately follow
where she will be laid to rest with her late hus-
band. Companion Funeral Home of Athens, TN
and the Cody family are honored to assist the
family with these arrangements.
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