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Athens VFW Riders Escort Former National VFW Commander to Final Resting Place 

The Athens VFW Riders traveled to Middle 

Tennessee to honor one of the nation’s most re-

spected Veterans of Foreign Wars leaders, es-

corting John Furgess, former National Com-

mander and Tennessee State Commander, to his 

final resting place at the Middle Tennessee State 

Veterans Cemetery in Madison on June 25. 

Riders participating in the escort included Tom 

Bressert, Monty Simmons, Ed Blackman, Jim 

Garrity, Russell Bennett, Ryan Mason, and Tug-

boat. Commander Terry Huskey and Quarter-

master Jim Haney also attended the funeral ser-

vice, representing the Athens VFW Memorial 

Post 5146 in paying tribute to Furgess’ decades of service to veterans across the country. 

Furgess, widely known for his leadership, advocacy, and commitment to veterans’ issues, was honored with a 

full escort and ceremony as fellow VFW members and riders ensured he received a dignified farewell. 

http://www.mcminntankandpipe.com/
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
http://www.livingheritagemuseum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/thewell0010
http://www.wyxi.net/tradingpost.htm
https://www.gocomics.com/comics/a-to-z
http://www.athenscityschools.net/
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Motorcyclist Seriously Injured After Tire 
Blowout on County Road 609 

A motorcyclist sustained 

serious injuries Thursday 

afternoon after a tire 

blowout caused a crash 

on County Road 609 near 

the intersection of Coun-

ty Road 792 in Etowah. 

According to responders, 

the driver of a 2014 Hon-

da CBR lost control 

when the motorcycle’s 

back tire blew out, leaving the roadway and ejecting the rider 

over the handlebars. First responders and AMR treated the driv-

er at the scene before transporting the patient to New Bethel 

Baptist Church, where LifeStar established a landing zone and 

airlifted the rider to UT Medical Center in Knoxville. 

Agencies responding included Etowah Rural Fire, Englewood 

Rural Fire, and THP Trooper Jaylon Skipper, who is investigat-

ing the crash. Photo courtesy of Etowah Rural FD. 

Driver Extricated After Late-Night              
Crash in Englewood 

A 2013 GMC Sierra 

was heavily dam-

aged late Monday 

night after the driver 

lost control on 

County Road 461 in 

Englewood, striking 

a utility pole and 

several trees head-

on. The crash oc-

curred around 11 p.m., knocking down the pole and leav-

ing the driver trapped inside the vehicle. 

Emergency crews from Englewood Rural Fire, Etowah 

Rural Fire, and the McMinn County Sheriff’s Department 

worked to extricate the driver, who was then treated at the 

scene by AMR before being transported to Bradley Coun-

ty Medical Center. AUB also responded to replace the 

downed utility pole. The accident is under investigation by 

THP Trooper D.J. Taylor. Photo by Lynn Ingram, Eng-

lewood Rural FD 

https://www.facebook.com/allthingsexterior.net/
https://jimsmattress.com/
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Dolores Mynatt Reynolds, of Englewood, passed away 

Tuesday, July 21 at UT Medical Center in Knoxville. 

Arrangements are pending and will be announced by 

Smith Funeral & Cremation Services of Athens. 

Maggie Lea Crabtree, 95, of Riceville, passed away 

Tuesday, July 21st. She was a native and lifelong resi-

dent of McMinn County and the Claxton community. 

She helped to establish J.H. Kellman Company in 

Cleveland. A Funeral Service will be held at 12:00 p.m., 

on Friday, July 24, 2026, at Bordwine Funeral Home 

with visitation from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Friday 

prior to the service. Interment will follow at Jones Chap-

el Cemetery. 

Obituaries 
July 21, 2026 

Caleb Latham, 27, charged with felony ag-

gravated domestic assault. 

Ashley Bootram, 35 of Athens, charged with 

being a fugitive from justice. 

Those accused are considered innocent       

until proven guilty in a court of law. 

Information gathered using Public 

Sources. 

McMinn County Arrest Reports 

We encourage you to e-mail community events, 

church news, or other items of interest  

for possible use in the Morning Fax.  

If you take a newsworthy photograph, 

send it to: wyxiradio@gmail.com 
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TODAY IS: 

• National Lemon Day  

• National Vanilla Ice Cream Day 

• Gorgeous Grandma Day  

https://smithfuneralandcremationservicesofathens.com/
https://www.bordwinefuneralhome.com/
mailto:wyxiradio@gmail.com
https://live365.com/station/WYXI-a69031
https://www.boltonfortn.com/
https://listmonk.nationaldaycalendar.com/link/07f151e6-2ea2-491f-8513-45ae329662c9/bf9a813c-b06b-4bf3-a00e-160c6811b270/1f7a79cf-e465-4f6b-a4eb-3c31865d75bc
https://listmonk.nationaldaycalendar.com/link/c6a85bb5-b465-40f0-b36f-e684b27ca8b9/bf9a813c-b06b-4bf3-a00e-160c6811b270/1f7a79cf-e465-4f6b-a4eb-3c31865d75bc
https://listmonk.nationaldaycalendar.com/link/d51e3c77-e321-46b6-9181-625e8feb0a55/bf9a813c-b06b-4bf3-a00e-160c6811b270/1f7a79cf-e465-4f6b-a4eb-3c31865d75bc

