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Athens and Sister City of Isahaya Japan Celebrate 40th Anniversary

The City of Athens will welcome a delegation of 15 visitors from its Sister City of Isahaya, Japan, for a special
gathering at Eco Park today, Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2026, celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Sister City rela-
tionship between the two communities.

The event will begin at 11:30 a.m. at Eco Park, located at 2900 George R. Price Boulevard in Athens, and is
expected to last approximately one hour. The celebration will bring together representatives from Athens and
Japan to recognize four decades of friendship, cultural exchange and cooperation between Athens and Isahaya.

Japanese Consul General Watanabe from the Consulate-General of Japan, based in Nashville, is expected to
attend, along with executives from DENSO Manufacturing, City of Athens officials, members of the Athens
City Council and members of the community. For 40 years, the Sister City relationship between Athens and
Isahaya has provided opportunities for residents, students and community leaders to experience each other's
cultures and develop lasting friendships across thousands of miles.

The visiting delegation's time in Athens will continue that tradition, giving the City's Japanese guests an op-
portunity to experience the community and the hospitality that has helped sustain the partnership for four dec-
ades.

Source: Simon Rhodes
City of Athens Communications Coordinator & Public Records Coordinator

CMI
Ly ) YR

;"ﬂ' | | RUESTERDAYPANDITODAYS]
We offer same day & next day delivery! JO‘M SMpd

* 1,000 gal Tank & Lowboys

* 1,000 & 1,500 gal Pump Tanks
e 2'& 3' Chamber Pipe

* 3" Schedule 40 Pipe

« Risers in Lids for Easy Pumping Y AFM 1390 : ‘ X // ”
423-507-9487 If it's not listed, On-Air since 1966 HIDDEN VIE ]_AKE

@ 423-744-0121 call us!
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School Board Secretary/Administrative
Assistant Recognized

Athens City Schools
proudly  congratulates
Missy Boyd, School
Board Secretary and
Administrative  Assis-
tant to the Director of
Schools, Maintenance,
and Transportation, on
being recognized in the
Tennessee School Board
Association Journal!

Pictured L-R:
Missy Boyd, Athens President-Elect
Angel Stidham, Tullahoma, President

s yma, Presid , Missy was featured as
Tammi McKelroy, Collierville, Vice President

President-Elect of the
Tennessee Association of Board Secretaries (TABS) for the
2026-2027 school year. TABS supports the professional
growth of school board and executive secretaries across Ten-
nessee through collaboration and the sharing of ideas and expe-
riences.

“We are proud of Missy and grateful for her dedication, leader-
ship, and service to Athens City Schools and our community.
Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition! ACS

Community News You Can Use

The City of Athens Public Works Department an-
nounces the following street closure: The area to be
affected is MAYFIELD LANE from Jones Street to
Ingleside Avenue. This street will be closed on Tues-
day and Wednesday, October 20 and 21, 2026, from
7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. The purpose of this closure is
for asphalt patching. For more information, please
contact the Office of the Public Works Department at
423-744-2745.

Youth Basketball registration opens October 19th for
Pre K thru 6th grade. Register in person at 122 Re-
gional Park or call 423-744-2704.

Athens Community Theatre (ACT) is pleased to an-
nounce auditions for the Tony Award winning musi-
cal, Ragtime, directed by Tyler Peaden Monday and
Tuesday, October 26 and 27, at 6:00 PM at The Arts
Center. Show dates for Ragtime are February 19 - 28,
2027.

Burke Carroll

for

Athens City Council

www.abbyburkecarroll.com

Paid for by the Campaign to Elect Abby Burke Carroll
to Athens City Council, Treasurer Abby Burke Carroll

STAY
28 HEALTHY
THIS SEASON

Get your Flu, COVID, Pneumonia, RSV,
Boostrix (T-Dap), & Shingles vaccines
at Madison Avenue Pharmacy!

\Madison Avenue
N PHARMACY

1001 W. Madison Ave, Athens
423-746-2626
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Starr Regional Medical Center to host

Communitywide Trunk-or-Treat

Starr Regional Medical Center will host its second
communitywide Trunk-or-Treat event on Thursday,
October 29 from 5 — 7 p.m. The event will take place
on the Etowah campus, located at 886 Highway 411
North, Etowah.

“We’re thrilled to bring Trunk-or-Treat back to our
Etowah campus for a second year,” said John
McLain, Chief Executive Officer of Starr Regional
Medical Center. “After such a positive response to
last year’s event, we’re excited to continue building a
tradition that gives local families an opportunity to
gather, have fun and connect with our team. Being
part of the communities we serve is important to us,
and we look forward to celebrating another memora-
ble evening together.”

Children are encouraged to wear their Halloween cos-
tumes and visit the decorated trunks hosted by hospi-
tal departments. The event is free, and everyone is
invited to attend.

AACA Hosts Annual
“Open Exhibit and Art Show”

Athens Area Council for the Arts (AACA) hosts its an-
nual “Open Exhibit and Art Show”, featuring work by
local artists, “Threads of Resistance, Stitches of Hope”
by Resist-Stitch, and “American Witches” by Adam Ro-
mano, through October 30, 2026.

AACA’s Annual Open Exhibit & Art Show is a curated
and judged art show for artists in McMinn and sur-
rounding counties. This year, the theme is art that cele-
brates The United States’ 250th Anniversary.

“This year’s Open Exhibit recognition of America’s
250th birthday is really special,” said Program Director,
Holly Doucette. “Gallery viewers will be able to see
how different artists feel and therefore express what this
milestone means to them.”

AACA is pleased to have Knoxville-based artist, Adam
Romano, as judge for this year’s competition. Adam is
exhibiting concurrently with the Open Exhibit.

Joel Craig Riley, MD

Samuel ). Olsen, MD

Same-Day Appts. Available
Monday-Thursday

Friday Walk-In Clinic
8:30 AM-2:00 PM

All of our providers are currently accepting new patients!

Nathan C. Trentham, MD

For check-ups, health concerns, and
trusted care, IMA Etowah is here for you.

* INTERNAL MEDICINE ASSOCIATES OF ETOWAH

Caring for Our Community, One Patient at a Time

Alicia Fulbright, NP
Houston Yates, PA
Adam Thornton, PA
Eleanor Cresswell, NP

Left to Right:
Eleanor Cresswell, NP;
Alicia Fulbright, NP;
Adam Thornton, PA;
Houston Yates, PA

Call us today for all
your healthcare
needs.
423-263-2444
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Pumpkintown Vendor Map and Check-In Information

2026 Pumpkintown Vendor Check-in Information

Greetings, Pumpkintown Vendors!

We 're just a few days away from hosting you at 2026 Pumpkintown! Vendors are the lifeblood of our event and we want to make

your experience as pleasant as possible!

Vendor Check in will be located in front of the Market Park Pavilion at 106 S. Jackson St.

Attached is an alphabetized vendor list with your booth number along with the festival map that is numbered.

You can check in either

Friday, October 23rd 5:00-8:00 p.m. Or Saturday, October 24th 7:00-9:00 a.m.

Volunteers will be on site to assist you in finding your booth.

If you requested electricity, please remember to bring commercial grade extension cords!

We will provide you with trash bags and a festival poster with QR code for visitors to access the map/website

Website: www.friendlycityfestivals.com/pumpkintown

This is a busy time for all of us, and answering your questions is important. Please do not use Facebook Messenger to communicate

with Friendly City Festivals-
Either call/text us at 423/887-3544 Or email meredithw2009@comcast.net

**Please keep in mind that contact will be difficult the day of the festival as the committee will be out and about in the venue-

emailing is discouraged**

Again, we appreciate your support and Look forward to seeing you at Pumpkintown!
Best,

The Pumpkintown Committee Vendor Map

e

Etowah
Utilities

Etowah Utilities is seeking to

209 COUNTY ROAD 784, ETOWAH, TN

fill a full-time position for a
Heavy Equipment Operator.
For more information about
the position and to submit an
application and resumé please
visit our website at
www.etowahutilities.com
Application deadline is
Friday,
October 30, 2026.

upP TO

$25,000

IN DOWN PAYMENT
ASSISTANCE®

TOUR 11 NEW CLAYTON-BUILT HOMES

DOOR PRIZES + CATERING BY (ALHOUN

RIBBON CUTTING AT 1 PM

RSVP HERE WEBSITE

POIMTM O

DEBBIE
LOFTIS
’ Loan Officer

* CENTURY 21 Legacy

PAULA COLE
SCARBROUGH @ MCKEEHAN
REALTOR® ) REALTOR®

TN 273045 ‘ ) TN 374652

What is GYB? Q

G.Y.B.
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Grow Your Business - and ADVERTISE
with The Morning Fax! Expose your
business (or event!) to an estimated
10,000+ daily readers! With affordable
options for every budget, there’s more
value in every dollar by advertising with
us!

Contact:

Stephanie Devine

Account Sales Representative
(423) 462-5309
radiostephaniedevine@gmail.com
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The Tennessee Volunteers beat the Alabama Crimson Tide 26-10 at Neyland Stadium
this past Saturday, October 17. One of the star performers was DeSean Bishop who
rushed for 159 yards and 2 touchdowns. The vols forced 4 Alabama turnovers, two
fumbles and two interceptions. They also held the Crimson Tide scoreless in the second
half. Fans celebrated the victory by lighting cigars and storming the field. Tennessee
il Wl enters the next game, which will be in Columbia, South Carolina ranked No. 11 as they
Y niﬁ ﬂ | travel to South Carolina this Saturday to play the Gamecocks. Kickoff is at 3:30 pm on
D | &¢ =, ESPN
foR : Facebook Photo
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LETTERS TO MY
R TR LETTERS TO MY
GRANDDAUGHTER (GRANDDAUGHTER
2

WHAT IF ETERNITY ISN'T SOMETHING YOU EARN BUT SOMETHING

YOU WAKE UP TO?

At elghty five, Scott Hallenberg writes to his granddaughter Sarah A DIFFERENT WAY TO KNOW GOD, WITHOUT FEAR OR
the way he wishes someone had written to him: honestly, warmly, THE CONSTANT WORRY OF GETTING IT WRONG
and without fear. Raised in the Bible Belt but never quite at

home in its certainties, he spent decades sedrching for an

inward path to God one he found in the long buried Gospel of

Thomas, the daring mysticism of Meister Eckhart, and the quiet

discipline of Centering Prayer.

But this isn't a theology textbook. It's a grandfather’s letters woven
through with the family dog Velcro riding shotgun to the pharmacy, a
chaotic beagle filled wedding at St. Patrick's Cathedral, a pallet
business gone sideways, and the everyday absurdities that,
Scott insists, are ds close to grace as scripture ever gets.

Letters to My Granddaughter offers Sarah and every reader quietly
tired of fear based faith a simple, radical idea: the Kingdom isn't
a future reward. It's here, now, waiting in silence to be noticed.

— - ’,_, ——
AUTIHOR BIO

Scott Hallenberg has lived in Athens, Tennessee
for over fifty years. A father, grandfather, and
lifelong seeker, Letters to My Granddaughter is
his first book written for Sarah, and for anyone
still searching for another way.

Letters to My Granddaughter
R SCOTT HALLENBERG
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