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Athens, Tennessee

Tennessee Seeks Public Help Collecting

White Oak Acorns

CSCC to Present ‘Strange Journeys’
Halloween Concert

The Tennessee Department of Agriculture Division of Forestry
is encouraging residents to participate in the Tennessee White
Oak Initiative, a statewide acorn collection program designed to
support white oak forest restoration efforts through Nov. 15.

The initiative is a partnership between the Division of Forestry's
East Tennessee Nursery, the University of Tennessee Extension
and the Tennessee Forestry Association. According to State
Forester Heather Slayton, white oak regeneration has declined
across Tennessee, prompting efforts to restore the species in
forests statewide.

Acorns collected through the program help supplement the seed
supply at the East Tennessee Nursery in Polk County, which
grows thousands of white oak seedlings each year for reforesta-
tion projects. Officials say wild-collected acorns often produce
larger, stronger seedlings and help meet growing demand for
white oak restoration.

Individuals, landowners, civic groups, forestry organizations
and youth groups are invited to participate. Information on how
to collect, store and deliver acorns is available through the Ten-
nessee Forestry Association.

Cleveland State

Cleveland State Community College will present its annual Halloween
concert, Strange Journeys, on Friday, Oct. 30, at 6:30 p.m. in the
George R. Johnson Cultural Heritage Center Auditorium on the col-
lege's Cleveland campus.

The free, family-friendly event will feature performances by Cleveland
State students and faculty alongside local musicians. This year's theme
explores unusual adventures and mysterious destinations through music
from productions and films including Into the Woods, The Lord of the
Rings and Donnie Darko.

Performers will include Cleveland State's Vocal Rhapsody choral en-
semble, Cleveland Jazz Works, faculty musicians and guest performers
from the Cleveland area.

Attendees are encouraged to wear costumes, and trick-or-treating will
be available in the lobby following the performance. Admission is free
and open to the public.

For more information, contact Schaffner at 423-473-2311 or

matt.schaffner@cscctn.edu.

Let Traci help with
your 401K rollover.

Traci White

Athens Branch Manager
1314 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303
423-634-8310
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Start your Sunday off right with our
delicious and decadent Sunday
Lunch on the TN Wesleyan Campus!

Join us for a wide variety of lunch

L U N c H ® classics and new favorites to satisfy

your cravings.
51 Every Sunday
*When school is in session. Served all you care

® I1:00am - 1:30pm to eat style!

Q Sherman Dining Hall
204 E College Street, Athens TN 37303
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® Civic Experience

e Community Service

e Veteran

30 TOM KK

HAMILTON

—— FOR ATHENS CITY COUNCIL ——

Paid for by Hamilton for City Council, Cary Davis, Treasurer,

e Honesty
e Integrity
e Civility
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Athens, Tennessee

Athens Youth Basketball League
Registration Now Open

The City of Athens Parks and Rec-
reation Department has opened reg-
istration for its 2026-27 Youth Bas-
ketball League. The program is
available for children in Pre-K
through sixth grade, with games
scheduled on Saturday mornings
beginning in January at the Athens City Primary and In-
termediate School gyms.

Practices will be held one evening each week, with
schedules determined by individual coaches. The cost is
$80 per player. Registration is available online, by phone,
or in person at the Parks and Recreation Department's
new office located at 122 Regional Park Drive. Team reg-
istrations and free-agent signups are both being accepted.

For more information or to register, visit:
secure.recl.com/TN/athens-tn/catalog
or call the Parks and Recreation Office at 423-744-2704.

ACT Opens Table Read Season with
Agatha Christie Classic

Athens Community Theatre will kick off its 2026-27 Table
Read season with a reading of And Then There Were None
on Wednesday, Oct. 21, at 6 p.m. at The Arts Center in Ath-
ens. The session will be led by ACT director Michael Webb
and is free and open to the public.

Based on Agatha Christie’s classic mystery, And Then There
Were None follows ten strangers who are invited to a remote
island mansion off the coast of England, where a suspenseful
series of events unfolds.

ACT’s table reads offer community members an opportunity
to experience theater in a relaxed setting. Participants may
choose to read a role, listen, or switch between the two at any
time. The readings are designed to introduce newcomers to
community theater, preview potential productions, and ex-
plore lesser-known works.

Most table reads are held on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at The Arts
Center. Anyone interested in receiving notifications about
future readings can email:
operations@athensartscouncil.org.
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STAY

HEALTHY
THIS SEASON

Get your Flu, COVID, Pneumonia, RSV,
Boostrix (T-Dap), & Shingles vaccines
at Madison Avenue Pharmacy!

QA Madison Avenue
N PHARMACY

1001 W. Madison Ave, Athens
423-746-2626
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FRIDAY OCT

320 N. White Street
athensartscouncil.org
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McMinn County Arrest Report

October 15, 2026

Rebecca Crowder, 53, of Madisonville, charged with
violation of probation for theft, and restitution. Bond
$1,600.

Crystal Rydell, 48, of Athens, charged with violation
of probation for possession of meth. Bond $2,800.

Megan Chariot, 36, of Athens, charged with shoplift-
ing, theft of property. Bond $2,000.

William Keller, 30, of Madisonville, charged with
violation of probation for driving on a revoked li-
cense, and having no insurance. Bond $791.

Rhonda Crowe, 48, of Athens, charged with violation
of probation for violation of an interlock device. Bond
$600.

Wanda Borden, 23, of Athens, charged with DUI,
and driving without due care.

Stephen Cook, 50, of Englewood, charged with ag-
gravated burglary, theft of property. Bond $20,000.

Jason Visage, 45, of Athens, charged with failure to
appear for driving on a suspended license. Bond
$2,000.

Flower Fields, 49, of Englewood, charged with aggra-
vated burglary, and theft of property. Bond $20,000.

Jonathan Henson, 44, of Madisonville, charged with
theft of property. Bond $4,000.

Additional Arrest Reports on page 5

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
Information gathered using public sources.

THE GEM PLAYERS PRESENTS
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A Historic interpretation of actual Murders that occured in Etowah'’s first 50
years. Take a stroll down Tennessee Avenue while listening to the stories of
“MURDER” from the victims and killers as performed by the Gem Players.

BEGINNING AT THE L&N DEPOT ON TENNESSEE AVE, ETOWAH

Tickets go on sale September 14th - $15 each - may be purchased from
the Gem Players or LaMone Rose - Call 423-263-3270 or 423-506-6067. |
Reservations are required and tickets are limited.

Abby

Burke Cafol

Athens City Council

www.abbyburkecarroll.com

Paid for by the Campaign to Elect Abby Burke Carroll
to Athens City Council, Treasurer Abby Burke Carroll
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SEE HOW TIIE SPAS ARE MADE.

— PRICEMATCH | —
@ ANY PRICE TO WIN PRIZES

ON COMPARABLE SPAS

LOTS OF GIVE-A-WAYS

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

WITH PURCHASE OF NEW SPA

103 DYNASTY WAY ATHENS WWW DYNASTYSPASSTIIIIE GIIM
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McMinn County Arrest Report

October 18. 2026

Trey Jack, 24, charged with shoplifting over
$1,000, and contributing to the delinquency of
a minor.

Travis Boyd, 33, of Riceville, charged with
failure to appear for domestic assault. Bond
$2,000.

Christopher Gohagan, 51, of Athens, charged
with failure to appear for driving on a suspend-
ed license. Bond $2,000.

Joey White, 62, of Athens, charged with state
violation of probation for violation of the sex
offender registry.

Zachariah Skanecki, 22, of Riceville charged
with DUI, open container law, leaving the scene
of an accident, and failure to give immediate no-
tice of accident.

Anthony Ricker, 38, of Athens, charged with
simple possession, casual exchange of meth, drug
paraphernalia, and violation of probation for
driving on a suspended license. Bond $762.90.

Jake Shelton, 23, of Athens, charged with DUI.

Royce Holloway, 38, of Athens, charged with
simple possession of schedule II fentanyl, and
drug paraphernalia.

Those accused are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.
Information gathered using public sources.
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GiTY ScHOOLS

Take advantage

of FREE admission
to the museum
and quilt show.

Receive FREE
children’s books
along with a 10th
anniversary bookmark.

Enjoy FREE
story time
throughout
the day.

im'a SATURDAY

e 0cToBE 24, 028

McMINN COUNTY

Let’s Read 20 is partnering with the
McMinn County Living Heritage Museum
to celebrate 10 years of enhancing
literacy in McMinn and Meigs counties.

Complete the

quilt scavenger hunt
and receive a

FREE ice cream coupon.

Vote for the
Kids Choice

quilt award.

- Make a FREE
V4 children’s craft.
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Athens, Tennessee

Arts on the Side to Feature Free Dinner,
Music and Art Exhibits

The Athens Area Council for the Arts will host its next Arts on
the Side event on Tuesday, Nov. 17, from 5 to 7 p.m. at The
Arts Center in Athens. The free
community event will include a ca-
tered soup supper, exhibit receptions
and live seasonal music.

Following dinner, provided by AR-
AMARK Collegiate Hospitality,
attendees can take part in a "Piano
Walk," moving throughout the Arts
Center to enjoy performances by
local pianists in the lobby, music
wing and Peggy Dow Performance
Center. A list of participating musi-
cians will be announced at a later date.

Arts on the Side is designed to make the arts accessible to the
community by offering free meals and arts programming that
encourages fellowship and creativity. Past activities have includ-
ed concerts, jam sessions, visual arts projects, table reads and
other cultural events.

MAGNOLIA GROVE

OF ETOWAH

TOUR 11 NEW CLAYTON-BUILT HOMES

DOOR PRIZES + CATERING BY (ALHOUNS

RIBBON CUTTING AT 1 PM

RSVP HERE WEBSITE

POINTM oMY

CENTURY 21 regacy
D S $§é€;;az <Q
TODAY IS...
e National Apple Day
e National Pumpkin Cheesecake Day
e National Witch Hazel Day

e Support Your Local Chamber of
Commerce Day

COLE
MCKEEHAN
REALTOR®

TN 374652

We encourage you to e-mail community
events, church news, school sports results or
other items of interest for possible use in the
Morning Fax. If you take a newsworthy photo-

graph, send it to:

NTERNAL MEDICINE ASSOCIATES OF ETOWAH

Caring for Our Community, One Patient at a Time

All of our providers are currently accepting new patients!

Alicia Fulbright, NP
Houston Yates, PA
Adam Thornton, PA
Eleanor Cresswell, NP

Joel Craig Riley, MD
Nathan C. Trentham, MD
Samuel J. Olsen, MD

For check-ups, health concerns, and
trusted care, IMA Etowah is here for you.

Left to Right:

Same-Day Appts. Available
Monday-Thursday

Friday Walk-In Clinic
830 AM-2:00 PM

Call us today for all
your healthcare
needs.
423-263-2444

Eleanor Cresswell, NP;
Alicia Fulbright, NP;
Adam Thornton, PA;
Houston Yates, PA
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tion Services is honored to serve
the families of Meigs County and
the surrounding areas by providing
compassionate service to every|

James A Staton, Owner /Licensed Funeral Dirctor
(o), Staeing 1-R) AucreyStton Hal Licrsed
Funeral Director, Jasper Staton, Unlicensed Funeral
Assistant, Amber R Stator, Unlicensed Co-Ovrer
Decatur Funeral Home & Cremation Services
163 Arrants Avenue
Decatur, TN 37322
(423) 334-3661
www.decaturfuneralsandcremations.com
James A. Staton, Owner

& Cremation Services it truly is
"Our family serving your family".

The Staton family and the staff off |
IDecatur Funeral Home & Crema- e

family who walks through our i
doors. At Decatur Funeral Home| | [

@ Leaf Removal
@ curbside Blowouts
@ Beds, Walks & Hard Surfaces

(@ Custom Design
(@ Professional Installation
@ Takedown Available

423-777-6261

Serving Athens & Cleveland, TN

Obituaries

James “David” Cook, 69 of Philadelphia, TN and originally
of Niota, passed away on Thursday, October 8. David was a
member of Crossroads Baptist Church and a graduate of
McMinn County High School. He was a dedicated employee
of Niota Textile/Neuville Industries for 35 years, where he

began his career in the shipping department and driving a
truck and worked his way up to Supervisor. David’s Celebra-
tion of Life will be held Saturday, November 7, 2026, from
4:00-6:00 p.m. at Corinth Baptist Church Fellowship Hall,
located at 6100 Corinth Church Rd., Loudon, TN 37774. Fin-
ger foods will be provided by Corinth Baptist Church. Com-

& Their Sacrifice.\
Build a Stronger
Tomorrow.
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PARADE
ARRANGED BY

MCcMINN COUNTY
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE

MEAL PROVIDED BY

The Groves
AT ATHENS, TN
ASSISTED LIVING

NIOTA DEPOT

DOWNTOWN NIOTA, TN

VETERAN’S DAY

NOVEMBER 11
AT 2:00 PM

panion Funeral Home of Athens is in charge of the arrange-

ments.

Larry James Lawson, 80, of Cleveland, passed away on Sat-
urday, October 17. A graveside service will be Saturday, Oc-
tober 24, 2026 at 11am in Cedar Grove Cemetery. Laycock-
Hobbs Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements

Cindy L. Ellenbolt, age 71, of Athens, passed away at her
residence on Tuesday, October 13. She was born on July 6,
1955. If you are a family member of Ms. Cindy, please con-
tact Companion Funeral and Cremation Service to discuss
arrangements.
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Yes: Better Pay, Improving Health Care, Term
Limits, Protecting Environment / Resources,
Less Gov't in Personal Decisions, Affordability,
Support Farmers/Small Biz

No: School Vouchers, Public Surveillance
(Flock), Al Data Centers, Politicians Making
Medical Decisions, Big $ in politics

Jeremy Bromwell « jeremy4tn.com
Independent, TN House District 23

This is just a summary, check out the full
platform on the site.

Authorized by Jeremy Bromwell. Paid for by Jeremy 4 TN - Treasurer Kat Califf
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